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LD 2003: NEW RULES FOR 
HOUSING IN NEW GLOUCESTER

Joint Meeting: Select Board/Planning Board/Land Management Planning Committee February 27, 2024 6:30 PM
Public Hearing: March 19, 2024 7:00 PM
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What is LD 2003?

A new state law that requires all  communities to make 

changes to their local land use ordinances with the goal of 

increasing housing opportunities in Maine 

THE TOWN OF NEW GLOUCESTER

MUST ADOPT A LOCAL HOUSING ORDINANCE

IN COMPLIANCE WITH LD 2003

BY JULY 1, 2024

OR

STATE STATUTE WILL BE APPLIED
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LD 2003

ñAn Act To Implement the 

Recommendations of the 

Commission To Increase 

Housing Opportunities in 

Maine by Studying Zoning 

and Land Use Restrictionsò

     THREE PRIMARY COMPONENTS 

1. Accessory Dwelling Units

2. Increased Density / Additional Dwellings  

3. Affordable Housing Density Bonus
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1. Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)

Å  Allowed where housing is permitted and one single-family dwelling exists

Å  Not allowed where there is an existing duplex or multi-family dwelling

Å  Exempt from density requirements

Å  Allowed size of ADUs increases from 540sf to 750sf in New Gloucester

ñA self-contained dwelling unit located within, attached to, or detached from 

a single-family dwelling unit located on the same parcel of land 

not to exceed 750 square feet of finished living spaceò 
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Å  May be in located in zoning districts where residential housing is permitted

Å  Permit requirements are the same as for a single-family dwelling

Å  Subject to same setbacks as single-family dwellings

Å  Historic Preservation Overlay standards apply where applicable

Å  Groundwater Protection Overlay standards apply where applicable

Å  Density and lot size requirements do not apply

Å Minimum of 190 SF of finished living space

Å Maximum of 750 SF of finished living space

Å  No additional parking is required

Å  Proper ingress and egress is required

  

ADU: Standards
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Å Septic must be functioning at the time of permit application

Å Existing septic system must meet State Plumbing Code to 

accept additional wastewater

Å A new septic design (HHE-200) demonstrating a suitable 

location for a replacement system if original fails

Å A copy of the replacement design must be recorded at the 

Cumberland County Registry of Deeds

ADU: Septic Standards
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ADU: Examples

Within an existing dwelling
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Attached to an existing dwelling
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Detached over a garage
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Separate detached dwelling
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Separate detached dwelling


