MINUTES
Town of New Gloucester

BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

7:00 p.m.

Monday, December5, 2011
At the Meetinghouse

.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

I.
CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER & ATTENDANCE 

Chairman, Steven Libby, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Chairman, Steven Libby; Vice-Chairman, Linda Chase; Joshua McHenry and Mark Stevens; Town Manager, Sumner Field; and Recorder, Sharlene Myers.  Absent, was Selectman, Mark Leighton.
II.
SCHEDULED NEXT MEETING:

Board of Selectmen – 7:00 p.m., Monday, December 19, 2011 at the Meetinghouse


A.
Adjustments to the Agenda 


None.
III.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

A.
Presentation by Maine State Turnpike Authority – Chandler Mill Road Bridge


Dan Morin, Public Relations Manager for the Maine Turnpike Authority (MTA), said the Maine Turnpike is 109 miles long, has 176 bridges and they have a lifespan of 50-70 years.  He said the Chandler Mill Road Bridge was built in 1954 and is due to be rebuilt.   He said construction on the bridge is scheduled to begin in March, with the closing of the bridge in June through November.   He said by closing the bridge, it will reduce traffic disruption; promote the highest level of safety; and minimize construction costs.  Mr. Morin said anyone can receive updates throughout the process by email along with a newsletter and newspaper ads. He said they could call him at (207) 482-8154 or email dmorin@maineturnpike.com.  

Scott Worchol, Project Administrator-Engineering, said the existing bridge will be removed and replaced with a bridge constructed with weathering steel.  He said the new bridge will be 24’ wide, the existing bridge is 22’, and the under clearance will rise from 14’2” to 15’6”.  He said this project will go out to bid in January/February and begin in March/April.  He said if the bridge was kept open during this project, it would take an additional five months to construct and an additional $800,000 in cost added to the project.  He said when the bridge is completed, it will look the same.  
B.
PUBLIC HEARING on Junkyard License Application for Rhein-Maine Auto Sales
Mr. Libby opened the Public Hearing at 7:27 p.m.  There were no public comments. Mr. Libby closed the Public Hearing at 7:28 p.m.

C.
PUBLIC HEARING on Junkyard License Application for Darrell Flanders

Mr. Libby opened the Public Hearing at 7:28 p.m.  There were no public comments. Mr. Libby closed the Public Hearing at 7:29 p.m.

D.
Other

Steven Hathorne, resident, said the Stevens Brook Bridge needs some attention.  He said there is a crack in the bridge and a piece of concrete is missing and it’s been thirty years since the boards were replaced.  He said he doesn’t know who is responsible for the bridge, whether it’s the Department of Transportation, Inland Fisheries and Wildlife or the Town of New Gloucester.

Ellie Espling, Representative, said the 3rd Annual Crystal Lake Ice Fishing Derby is scheduled for January 28th in Gray.   She said its major sponsor is the Liberty Family Foundation, with supporting sponsors L. L. Bean, Nestles/Poland Spring Bottling, Kittery Trading Post and Hannaford Supermarkets. She said the derby will be featured in the December issue of the Maine Sportsman. She said tickets are now available at Hannaford’s in Gray and West Falmouth, at a cost of $10.00 per adult and $5.00 for kids under fifteen, who will also receive free bait.  Ms. Espling said last year’s derby was the largest charity event in Maine for Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and the Military.  She said it was also the largest derby event in New England for the U.S.O. and the kids.  She said last year’s event raised $55,000 and the proceeds of the Ice Fishing Derby benefitted the Gray-New Gloucester Patriot Parents, Gray and New Gloucester Inland Fisheries and Wildlife hatcheries and the USO.   She said on January 27th, there will be a rally at the High School to officially begin the derby.

IV.
SCHEDULED ITEMS
4.52
To See What Action the Board Wishes to Take in Regard to a Referendum Vote and Public Hearing to Establish the New Gloucester Water District 

Darrin Lary, of Wright-Pierce, said there are three selected water tank option locations: Option A, top of Peacock Hill; Option B, high point on Peacock Hill Road; and Option C, the middle of Upper Village behind the Town Garage.  He said all options are okay, but Option A is the recommended location based on several studies and gives the Town the most flexibility.  He said if this is being built in a phased approach, the school is not will not be hooked up initially.   He said he recommends in the second year to apply for a grant to help schools get water.

Ellie Espling, Representative, said there is a possibility legislation might be needed to go forward with the water district plan for funding purposes.  She said the idea for bill was submitted two days before cloture. She said because it was the second session of the 125th Legislature, all bills are to be approved by the legislative council before they are allowed in, which it did and was approved.  Ms. Espling said the bill is now in the reviser’s office waiting to be written with help from Mr. Levy and Jim Katsiaficas.  She said she did ask this bill be placed on top of the pile to help move this forward as soon as possible.  She said the bill will be finalized and needs to be approved by December 15th and that is when she signs the jacket on the bill.  Ms. Espling said she did ask that an emergency provision be placed on the bill so it may be enacted right away and hopefully gets it through the committee process, which is the next step.  She said the Legislature starts again on January 4th, and if the bill gets assigned to its committee right away the next steps would be:  a public hearing; a work session; be voted out of committee; and then go to the floor of the house.  Ms. Espling said she would closely watch this process and assist it when she can to help move it along.  

Steven Levy, Executive Director of the Maine Rural Water Association, said he wanted to compliment Ms. Espling on helping move this emergency legislation through the process.   He said the model charter is made up of three or five trustees, with recommendation of three at first.  He said this is a unique piece of legislation and the need is to move it forward as quickly as possible due to deadlines on grants.

Jim Katsiaficas, Attorney with Perkins/Thompson, said it’s unusual to have the election first and then the legislation passed. He said if the Town approves this referendum question, then immediately upon passage by the legislature, the bill will become effective.  He said a the Town will hold a Special Town Meeting by secret ballot, open a minimum of four hours between the hours of 10:00 a.m.  to 8:00 p.m., and 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. is the chosen time frame.  He said electing a moderator will be the first order of business at 2:45 p.m., which is Article 1 on the warrant.  He said Article 2 is the referendum question.  He said steps to the process are:  the question has to be filed with the Town Clerk 45 days before the election; call the election; Public Hearing is to be held 10 days prior to the election; notice must be given of the Public Hearing at least seven days in advance; and warrant must be posted at prior to the election, as in a Town Meeting. Mr.Katsiaficas said included in the Board’s packets and requiring signatures are:  the Order of the Board of Selectmen of the Town of New Gloucester for Referendum Vote and Public Hearing; the Municipal Officers’ Notice of Public Hearing on Secret Ballot Referendum Issue; and the Warrant for Referendum Election.  

Mr. Levy said it doesn’t hurt to send a letter to the Energy and Utility Commission in support of the passage of this legislation and sending it to a referendum vote. 


Mr. Libby said a letter has been drafted to the Commission.
Mr. First said two post card mailings will go out to all residents living within the potential water district area.  He said the first postcard will state the date of the public hearing at the Amvets hall and after the public hearing; a second post card will be mailed detailing the date/time/location of the referendum vote.
Mr. Libby asked that the signed orders and the map be placed on the website to inform everyone involved in this process.  He urged everyone to look at the map to determine if they are within the district.  He said the district is larger than those who will be served by the water system.  He also stated that those who have contaminated wells decide not to hook up to the Town water initially, the Town will not continue supplying filters for their systems.

Mr. McHenry said he would like to see the hours of voting be extended to more than the four hours chosen.
Mr. McHenry moved and Mr. Libby seconded a motion to:  sign the order for referendum vote and public hearing with the change to the draft stating the secret ballot beginning at 12:00 p.m. and the election of the moderator begins at 11:45 a.m.; sign the notice of public hearing; and sign the warrant with two articles, one being elect a moderator and article two, to vote by secret ballot on the referendum question. The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.

Mr. Libby read the letter from the Board of Selectmen:  “Dear Senator Thibodeau and Representative Fitts:  The Selectmen have had an opportunity to review draft legislation to be sponsored by Representative Espling and Senator Snowe-Mello, and encourage the committee to pass out this legislation as early as convenient so that it can be put before the voters at referendum.   We appreciate your assistance addressing groundwater contamination issues in New Gloucester.  Sincerely, New Gloucester Selectmen.”  

Ms. Chase moved and Mr. Libby seconded a motion to sign the letter as read.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.

Ms. Espling said anyone is welcome to attend the Public Hearing and give support of the water district.

Mr. Libby said he would like to thank the following for all their hard work on this project: Matt Drumlin, of Drumlin Environmental; Jim Katsiaficas, Attorney with Perkins/Thompson; Steven Levy, Executive Director of the Maine Rural Water Association; Darrin Lary, of Wright-Pierce; and Paul First, Town Planner.
4.53
To See What Action the Board Wishes to Take in Regard to the MSAD #15 School Board Vacancy
Mr. Field said there were two people who submitted letters of interest.  He said Bruce Macomber called that morning to withdraw his name.  

Glen Mercier said he submitted a letter of interest for the School Board vacancy.  He said he has children in the school system and he grew up in a community that if you are not happy with the decisions made, you should get involved and try to improve it.   

Ms. Chase moved and Mr. McHenry seconded a motion to appoint Glen Mercier to the vacant seat on the MSAD #15 School Board for the completion of the June 2012 term.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.

4.54
To See What Action the Board Wishes to Take in Regard to a Junkyard License Renewal Application for Rhein-Maine Auto Sales

Mr. McHenry moved and Ms. Chase seconded a motion to sign the junkyard license renewal application for Rhein-Maine Auto Sales, conditional upon the owners to provide a sketch by the end of the calendar year.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.

4.55
To See What Action the Board Wishes to Take in Regard to a Junkyard License Renewal Application for Darrell M. Flanders

Mr. McHenry moved and Mr. Stevens seconded a motion to sign the junkyard license renewal application for Darrell Flanders.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.

4.56
To See What Action the Board Wishes to Take in Regard to Acceptance of a Vehicle from Cumberland County

Mr. Field said Cumberland County has offered a 1997 GMC Pickup Truck, four-wheel drive with 44,000 miles, to the Town of New Gloucester, free of charge.  He said the Public Works mechanic has checked over the truck and it would need approximately $500 in repair work including brakes and fixing of the cracked frame.  He said the truck could have a four to six year lifespan in the Town.    Mr. Field said this truck would not be added to the replacement schedules but would be used by Buildings and Grounds and Code Enforcement/Assessing, to help eliminate mileage reimbursement.  

Mr. McHenry moved and Ms. Chase seconded a motion to accept the donation of a 1997 GMC Pickup Truck from Cumberland County.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.

4.57
To See What Action the Board Wishes To Take in Regard to Pot of Gold Games of Chance Application for Fraternal Order of Eagles #1438

Mr. McHenry moved and Mr. Stevens seconded a motion to approve the Pot of Gold Games of Chance application for the Fraternal Order of Eagles #1438 with notice of the Code Enforcement memo.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.

4.58
To See What Action the Board Wishes To Take in Regard to Sealed Tickets Games of Chance Application for Fraternal Order of Eagles #1438


Mr. McHenry moved and Mr. Stevens seconded a motion to approve the Sealed Tickets Games of Chance application for the Fraternal Order of Eagles #1438 with notice of the Code Enforcement memo.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.

4.59
To See What Action the Board Wishes To Take in Regard to Cribbage Games of Chance Application for Fraternal Order of Eagles #1438
Mr. McHenry moved and Mr. Stevens seconded a motion to approve the Cribbage Games of Chance application for the Fraternal Order of Eagles #1438 with notice of the Code Enforcement memo.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.

V.
APPROVE FY11 WARRANTS and PAYROLLS #18, #19, #20, #21 and #22
Mr. McHenry moved and Ms. Chase seconded a motion to approve Warrants and Payrolls #19 and #20.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.
Mr. McHenry moved and Ms. Chase seconded a motion to approve Warrants and Payrolls #21.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.

Mr. McHenry moved and Ms. Chase seconded a motion to approve Warrants and Payrolls #22.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.

VI.
APPOINTMENTS


 A.  Environmental Resources Committee – ( 5 ) – 3 year and ( 3 ) – 2 year vacancies
Joanne McKee – would like to be appointed to a two-year term

Ms. Chase moved and Mr. McHenry seconded a motion to appoint Joanne McKee to the Environmental Resources Committee for a 2-year term.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.
VII.
LEGAL

None.
VIII.
WRITTEN COMMUNICATION
A. Approve Minutes of the November 7, 2011, Board of Assessor’s & Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 
Ms. Chase moved and Mr. Libby seconded a motion to approve the Minutes of the November 7, 2011, Board of Assessor’s and Board of Selectmen’s Meeting.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.

B. Approve Minutes of the November 18, 2011, Special Board of Selectmen’s Meeting

Mr. McHenry moved and Ms. Chase seconded a motion to approve the Minutes of the November 18, 2011, Special Board of Selectmen’s meeting.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.
V.
APPROVE FY11 WARRANTS and PAYROLLS #18, #19, #20, #21 and #22

Mr. McHenry moved and Ms. Chase seconded a motion to approve Warrants and Payrolls #18.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.
IX.  
ORAL COMMUNICATION
A.
Selectmen

Mark Stevens – no comments.
Joshua McHenry – said he wanted to let the Board members know that he will be out of town over the holidays, in case a meeting is scheduled during that time.

Linda Chase – no comments.
Steven Libby – said he would be in touch with Mr. Field and Board members concerning scheduling of a Selectmen’s Workshop to discuss the language of the Committee Appointment policy.

B.
Town Manager
Mr. Field said he would like to that Donna Thompson and Thompson’s Orchards for the donation of two Christmas Wreaths which are hanging on the front of the Town Hall.  He also thanked Donna for the cider and donuts the Town Hall received this past fall.
Mr. Field said he attended the tree lighting in Upper Village on Saturday and the tree lighting in Lower Village on Sunday. 


C.
Boards, Department Heads, and Committees
X.
ADJOURN
Ms. Chase moved and Mr. McHenry seconded a motion to adjourn at 9:29 p.m. The motion carried on a vote of 4-0.

Approved January 18, 2012
___________________________________
____________________________________

Steven M. Libby, Chairman


Linda D. Chase, Vice-Chairman

___________________________________
____________________________________

Mark A. Leighton, Selectman


Joshua J. McHenry, Selectman
___________________________________

Mark A. Stevens, Selectman
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