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The meeting was called to order at 10:00 by Chairman Doug Smith.

Present:  Douglas Smith, Morgan Rocheleau, Diane Aromando, Trudy Hodgdon, and Tony Hodgdon

October minutes were approved, and Morgan reported that we have $460 left in our budget.

Doug reported that the Sabbathday Lake Association has hired an engineer to study the erosion situation and determine what should be done. Doug will be taking a walk with the engineer on Friday, November 15 and will report back on what he learns.

A major project involving the Royal River Conservation Trust is in the planning and dreaming stage. This project involves protecting areas in Lower Gloucester Village, the Little League Fields and the Intervale. Morgan and Doug are part of a vision committee that will be brainstorming how best to use this land for conservation and recreation. The committee members will meet December 4 to present their ideas.  Major fundraising will occur in 2020. 

Diane Aramondo reported that she is applying to participate in a Master Gardener program through the Cumberland County Extension. Her knowledge would be very helpful for our gardening projects. 

We discussed the possibility of having a volunteer write an environmental news article monthly for the New Gloucester Exchange.  Everyone agreed this would be a good way to inform people about environmental issues and hopefully help us get more members for our committee. We will pursue this more at our next meeting.

We brainstormed about areas we would like to emphasize next year:  composting, recycling, conserving energy, and expanding gardening and landscaping  in other areas beside the Fairgrounds, such as Rowe Station. We also want to focus on the health of all the bodies of water in town and learn our role in implementing the Comprehensive Plan. 

Our next meeting will be January 9, 2020.

The meeting adjourned at 11:30.

Respectfully submitted,
Trudy Hodgdon
   
