
MINUTES 
Approved by the Charter Commission at its May 23, 2022, meeting 

Town of New Gloucester 
CHARTER COMMISSION 

Twenty-First Regular Meeting 
March 28, 2022, 7:00 p.m. 

Meetinghouse 
 

CHARTER COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: 
• Peter Bragdon (Secretary) 
• Lucinda Brakey 
• Linda Chase 
• Stephen Hathorne (Vice-Chair)  
• Penelope Hilton 
• Donald Libby 
• Steven Libby (Treasurer) 
• Benjamin Tettlebaum (Chair) 

 
CHARTER COMMISSION MEMBER ABSENT: 

• Michael Arata 
 
Additional agenda items:  B. Tettlebaum called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. No additional 
agenda items were brought forth. 
 
Public comment:  None 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  None 
 
Chair:  B. Tettlebaum said he plans to circulate the preliminary draft to legal counsel either 
tonight or tomorrow. 
 
Discuss Preliminary Draft of the Charter:   
Article XII 
12.2.b  Change alphabetical designations a-d to numerical designations 1-4. 
12.2.b.3 Add “or federal law”. 
12.3.c Add a clause lowering the minimum number of signatures required for a recall 

petition for a Water District Trustee from 25 to 10. 
12.4.b Add “and confirmed by the Clerk”. 
12.5.a Add words to the effect: you can’t file a new petition to recall the same individual 

for that incident giving rise to the recall attempt.  



12.6 First paragraph, change “WATER BOARD OF TRUSTEES” TO “WATER 
DISTRICT”. 

Article XIII 
13.1  Add the word “Regular” to the beginning of the title. 

First paragraph, After five years after the effective date of the charter, the 
Municipal Officers must provide for the establishment of a charter commission.  
Second paragraph, Every 10 years afterward, the Municipal Officers must form a 
five-member committee to review the charter. 

13.2   Define revision. 
  Voters can initiate the process of revising the charter pursuant to state law. 
  Move next to last sentence of 13.1 to 13.3. 
13.3  Define amendment. 
  Voters can initiate the process of amending the charter pursuant to state law. 
  Move last sentence of 13.1 to 13.3. 
Article XIV 
14.2  Add, “so help me God” to the end of the oath. 
14.2  Change 14.2 to 14.3. and renumber the remainder of the article. 

Change second sentence to end in “... and accessible, and provide for, encourage, 
and strengthen public engagement.” 
Omit last sentence. 

14.5 P. Bragdon questioned the need of having this section since he said that it is 
repetitious with a previous article. This will be flagged to legal counsel. 

14.11 Add “Municipal Officers” to list. 
 
S. Libby moved and D. Libby seconded a motion to advance the draft charter Articles 1-14, 
after word-smithing by the chair, to the charter attorney; and the draft also go to the 
commissioners. All communications with the attorney are to be cc’d to the vice-chair as 
well. The motion carried by a vote of 8-0. 
 
B. Tettlebaum explained the billing process he intends to outline to Attorney Mark Bower, which 
is based on a threshold number of hours. 
 
Scheduling upcoming meetings was discussed.  

• The next meeting is set for April 4 at 7:00 p.m. 
• The following meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 12 at 6:30 p.m. B. Tettlebaum 

said he anticipates taking action at this meeting consisting of looking at what the attorney 
sent, looking at the Preamble, flowchart (and all of the ancillary items), and the Report. 

 
S. Libby gave a summary of his projections on the number of approximate hours that have gone 
into developing the preliminary charter to date. The grand-total was 650 hours. 



 
Adjourn: P. Bragdon moved and L. Chase seconded a motion to adjourn at 9:30 p.m. The 
motion carried by a vote of 8-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Patti Mikkelsen 
Notetaker-minute keeper 
 
Reviewed by: 
Peter Bragdon 
Secretary 


