
MINUTES 
Approved by the Charter Commission at its April 18, 2022, meeting 

Town of New Gloucester 
CHARTER COMMISSION 
Twentieth Regular Meeting 
March 27, 2022, 1:00 p.m. 

Meetinghouse 
 

CHARTER COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: 
• Peter Bragdon (Secretary) 
• Lucinda Brakey 
• Linda Chase 
• Stephen Hathorne (Vice-Chair) [Departed meeting at 2.36] 
• Penelope Hilton 
• Donald Libby 
• Steven Libby (Treasurer) 
• Benjamin Tettlebaum (Chair) 

 
CHARTER COMMISSION MEMBER ABSENT: 

• Michael Arata 
 
Additional agenda items:  B. Tettlebaum called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. No additional 
agenda items were brought forth. 
 
Public comment:  None 
 
Approval of minutes:  S. Hathorne moved and P. Hilton seconded a motion to approve the 
minutes of the regular commission meeting held on March 13, 2022. The motion carried by 
a vote of 8-0. 
 
Public Engagement:  P. Hilton reported on Trivia Night at NU Brewery on March 24, 2022. 
Plans are being made for a second Trivia Night. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: None 
 
Chair:  None 
 
Discuss Preliminary Draft of the Charter:   
Article VII, Change 7.2 to 7.3 for Temporary Emergency Ordinances section. 



7.3.b.7 First sentence, change “... for two additional 30-day periods ...” to “ for one additional 
 30-day period ...”. 

End of last sentence, add “from the expiration date of the final 30-day period.” 
Sentences are to be shortened and rephrased for clarity. 
Whether or not to include moratoriums under temporary emergency ordinances was 
discussed but no definite conclusions were made.   

Article VIII 
8.1.a Omit “new”. Add “or resolutions” after “ordinances”. Add the two-step process of being 

validated at Town Meeting and voted on at a town-wide election in Town Meeting 
section 2.3.h. 

8.2 First sentence, omit “new” in two places. Add “or resolution” after “ordinance” in several 
places. 

8.4.b Material before the last sentence will be reworded to indicate that notice has to be 
provided, and the last sentence remains as written. 

8.5.a Omit second sentence, “The purpose ... or referendum.” 
8.5.b Address the scenario in which the petition is not validated at Town Meeting. 
8.6.a Add “, resolution” in two places. 
8.6.b Add “or resolution” in two places. 
Article IX 
Peter distributed a description of the Budget Committee, and he plans to work on one for CIP. 
9.1.b Preface with “Unless otherwise specified in this charter,”.  
 Add third sentence: “Terms begin July 1st unless otherwise provided for.” 

A lengthy discussion transpired about voting/non-voting Select Board liaisons and Select 
Board members who occupy at large seats on board and committees in an ex-officio 
capacity. It was decided to keep the current sentence as is, awaiting language drafted by 
P. Bragdon pertaining to CIP Committee operations. 

9.1.d D. Libby moved and L. Brakey seconded a motion to change Eligibility to read, 
“Any registered voter of New Gloucester may serve on a board or a committee in 
the Town of New Gloucester.” On a second try, the motion passed by a vote of 7-0.  

9.1.f.1 Delete “attend and, if a voting member,”. 
9.1.f.2 After “by blood,” add “adoption”. After “child;” add spouse;”. 
Add Section 9.4 – Other Boards and Committees. The select Board may establish other boards 
and committees in accordance with Article III, Section 3.3.d of this Charter or dissolve boards 
and committees in accordance with Article III, Section 3.3.e. of this Charter. 
P. Bragdon suggested renaming the Budget Committee to Finance Committee and broadening its 
purview. 
Sections on the Budget/Finance Committee and CIP Committee may be added. 
Article X – No changes 
Article XI 



11.1 Add a statement about exceptions based on emergency orders issued by the state to 
change the date of Election Day, and add a sentence providing for special elections. 

11.2 Omit second sentence, “Candidates ... petition.” 
Third paragraph, delete “nomination”. 

11.3 Change 45th to 40th. 
11.6 B. Tettlebaum said he would ask the lawyer about denoting citations in state law 

regarding election laws. 
A suggestion was made to add another section specifying that New Gloucester does not use 
ranked choice voting in municipal elections. Commissioners agreed that such a section would not 
be needed because Section 11.9 references plurality vote, which is the Town’s current practice. 
 
Adjourn: P. Bragdon moved and P. Hilton seconded a motion to adjourn at 4:07 p.m. The 
motion carried by a vote of 7-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Patti Mikkelsen 
Notetaker-minute keeper 
 

Reviewed by 
Peter Bragdon 
Secretary 


