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NEW GLOUCESTER
LAND MANAGEMENT PLANNING COMMITTEE
[bookmark: Text27]Minutes of May 25, 2016
Draft Until Approved 
Members Present:  Jean Couturier, Chair, Sam Coggeshall, Jean Libby, Larry Zuckerman, Caitlyn Davison 
Members Absent: Linda Chase, Selectman Liaison, Don Libby, George Colby and Felix Lincoln 
Town Staff: Will Johnston, Town Planner              ______________________________________________________________________________
I. Call to Order
	The meeting was called to order at approximately 5:30 pm.  
II. Approval of  Minutes  of April 27, 2016 Meeting 
· L. Zuckerman moved to approve the minutes.  Seconded by Caitlyn Davison.  Approved 5-0. 
III. Discussion of Possible Changes to RC District north of Upper Village
W. Johnston provided a “first cut” of possible changes to the zoning standards for this area. 
Major points that were made: 
· L. Zuckerman felt there needed be differentiation between this zone and the Upper Village so the two areas aren’t “muddled to the detriment of the Upper Village.
· There was discussion of the area’s potential for agriculture and agriculture-related business.
· Some committee members posed the idea of strongly limiting commercial uses – or at least the types of uses allowed in the Upper Village – but this would have both political implications and may require comprehensive plan revisions.
· In general, the challenges of effectively addressing potential commercial strip development were discussed and acknowledged. 
The overall takeaway from the discussion was that a consensus formed around the idea of stepping back from the Upper RC zoning and looking at the whole Route 100 corridor holistically.  W. Johnston cautioned that this would big a big undertaken and would change the schedule that had been laid out previously. But the committee felt that that this larger project should be pursued even as the group proposed smaller housekeeping changes and “stop-gap” measures that could be brought to Town Meeting. Doing this might involve revising a segment, but not the whole, comprehensive plan.

IV. Discussion of Other “Housekeeping” Changes 
W. Johnston provided information on two possible changes to the ordinance, one concerning notice of abutters for conversions to commercial uses, and the other concerning home occupation standards.
Regarding the changes pertaining to notice, the committee members expressed general support for the changes, and also felt notice should be expanded to all new commercial uses.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Regarding the home occupation standards, the committee expressed support for the multi-tiered approach that would treat certain home occupations differently depending on their visibility and impacts.  W. Johnston said he would come back with more details on the approach. 
V. Adjourn 
The next meeting was tentatively scheduled for June 29, 2016.  S. Coggeshall made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by L. Zuckerman.  Approved 5-0.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:50 pm.    
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