[image: ]
NEW GLOUCESTER
LAND MANAGEMENT PLANNING COMMITTEE
[bookmark: Text27]Minutes of April 27, 2016
Draft Until Approved 

Members Present:  Jean Couturier, Chair, Sam Coggeshall, Jean Libby, Larry Zuckerman, Caitlyn Davison 
Members Absent: Don Libby, Linda Chase, Selectman Liaison, George Colby and Felix Lincoln 
Town Staff: Will Johnston, Town Planner              ______________________________________________________________________________
I. Call to Order
	The meeting was called to order at approximately 5:30 pm.  

II. Approval of  Minutes  
· Approval of minutes of March 23, 2016 meeting.  J. Libby made a motion to approve the minutes with a minor correction.  Seconded by Sam Coggeshall.  Approved 3-0-2 

III. Discussion of List of Possible  Ordinance Revisions
The committee discussed items on a list of possible ordinance revisions that might be addressed in tandem with amendments to Upper RC zoning.  
· Accessory apartments
· Home occupations
· Variable message signs
· Other signs revisions (for RC and Village zones) 
· Staff level review of minor projects (e.g. decks) 
· Materials brought in for processing from off-site
· Several minor changes such as notification of abutters when residential use is converted to commercial. There was also some discussion of how the town might address the issue of growing and distribution of marijuana for medical purposes, which neighboring communities are grappling with. 
The committee generally supported addressing most of the items on the list, time permitting, particularly ones that were “quick fixes” as opposed to more extensive or controversial changes. 
W. Johnston said he would draft revised language on a number of these topics, although the first order of business was working on the Upper RC zoning. 

IV. Discussion of Current Uses Allowed in RC zone 
· W. Johnston starting reviewing the type of uses that are now allowed in the Residential-Commercial zone, and solicited the Committee’s feedback on how these uses might be addressed in a revised zoning scheme.   



· There seemed overall agreement by committee (1) not to impose a square foot limit on new retail, (2) not to limit auto-related uses, but make sure they met stringent site design standards, (3) require parking to be at the side or rear of buildings, (4) at least at this time, not try to make distinctions between what is allowed just north of the Upper Village as opposed to areas closer to the Auburn line, and (5) in general, allow most of the uses now allowed in the RC zone, but through use of performance standards and other mechanisms, focus on reducing impacts and promoting attractive development. 
· The committee generally supported the concept of allowing visually appealing development (e.g. buildings with peaked roofs) to be closer to the road, and requiring no-frill structures (such as warehouses and box-type architecture) to be set back and buffered. 
W. Johnston said that he would draft revised language for the RC zone for the next meeting.  The next meeting was scheduled for May 25th.  

V. Adjourn 
[bookmark: _GoBack]S. Coggeshall made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by J. Libby.  Approved 5-0.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:10 pm.    
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