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NEW GLOUCESTER
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Community Building
[bookmark: Text27][bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of January 11, 2016

Members Present:	Nichole Stevens, Chair, Michael Brakey, Jean Couturier and Mike Splane 

Members Absent:	Carl Wilcox, Steve Libby

Town Staff:		Will Johnston, Town Planner

Main Agenda Items:	Discussion of Annual Business Forum 
__________________________________________________________________

1. Call to Order
N. Stevens called the meeting to order at approximately 7pm. 

2. Approval of Minutes
September 14, 2015 Minutes 
The minutes were approved.  
3. Discussion of  February Business Forum
W. Johnston gave an update on the forum on broadband which will be held Thursday, February 4 at Northbrook Business Park in Gray at 5:30 pm.  Tracy Scheckel, both in her capacity at GNGEDC and OTT, has done most of the work organizing the forum. Our main charge is to try to get New Gloucester businesses and residents to attend.  An reminder e-mail would be sent to local businesses and members were urged to make follow-up phone calls to prospective attendees.  
 
4. 	Update on Upper Village and Fairgrounds Planning
	W. Johnston provided an update on both of these projects. At a Special Town Meeting in November, voters both endorsed Upper Village Plan and approved zoning changes intended to facilitate village-friendly economic development there.  The Parks and Recreation Committee has also developed a master plan for the Fairgrounds, and its looking positive for the town to receive a $55K grant from the state for improvement there.  
5.	Local and Regional Business News Round Table
	Members reported on a variety of local and regional news.   
6. 	Adjournment 
	The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,
Will Johnston, Town Planner
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