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NEW GLOUCESTER
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
[bookmark: Text27]Minutes of September 14, 2015

Members Present:	Nicole Stevens, Chair, Michael Brakey, Jean Couturier, Mike Splane and Carl Wilcox

Members Absent:	David Lunt and Steve Libby

Town Staff:		Will Johnston, Town Planner

Others Present: 	Tracy Scheckel, John Scheckel, Chris Dombrowski, Cody Humphrey

Main Agenda Items:	Discussion of Annual Business Forum and Possible Collaboration with GNG Development Corp.
[bookmark: _GoBack]__________________________________________________________________

1. Call to Order
N. Stevens called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

2. Approval of Minutes
May 11, 2015 Minutes 
J. Couturier moved to approve the minutes with one minor typographical correction on line 63:  M. Brakey seconded. Approved 4-0.

3. Discussion of Annual Business Forum
T. Scheckel from GNGDC forwarded two options for a business forum: (1) an “economic report card” presented by Gray’s and New Gloucester’s Town Planners (followed by a network session) and (2) holding a session on promoting broadband infrastructure as a development tool.  The second idea resonated with the group. W. Johnston felt the second idea might require more organization and that it might be difficult to pull it off by early November, when the forum was held last year.  T. Scheckel thought that there was a possibility that OTT might fund the session, and that holding it in January or February would provide more time for organization.  The upstairs room at Cole Farm was mentioned as a possible venue.  
It was decided by consensus that the committee would work with the GNGDC in coordinating a conference sometime in January or February of 2016 on the topic of expansion of broadband service. 

4. 	Round-the-Table New  (Highlights) 
· M. Splane:  Participated in golf tournament in Falmouth supporting veterans  -- great event.
· M. Brakey has/will attend several conferences on energy efficiency funding. 
· C. Wilcox: “Harvest Feast by Somali Bantu community upcoming at Intervale Farm.  
· T. Scheckel: Gray just approved Aroma Joes.  Bike/Ped. committee is proposing walking/bike paths for Gray: first phase is Village area loop trail.  Narrow Gauge effort continuing fundraising.     
· C. Dombrowski: Inercon manufacturing facility proposed for Northbrook Business Park being reviewed by Gray Planning Board – hope  to build in 2016/17.
· C. Humphrey reported on local real estate trends: commercial slow, residential busy. 
· W. Johnston reported on recent workshop on Upper Village Master Plan and proposed interim zoning changes. He also announced that to the New Gloucester Cemetery Association was seeking help designing a brochure aimed at marketing burial plots.  

5. 	Next Meeting
Next meeting was scheduled for October 12, which is on Columbus Day.  W. Johnston will look at what agenda items arise relative to the business form and other project, and be in touch on whether to meet on October 19 or postpone the meeting until November 9.  

6. 	Adjournment 
J. Couturier made a motion to adjourn at 8 p.m.  Seconded by M. Brakey.  Approved 4-0.  

Respectfully submitted,
Will Johnston, Town Planner
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