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New Gloucester Planning Board
Minutes of June 16, 2015
[bookmark: _GoBack]Draft Until Approved

Members Present:	Jean Libby, Joe Bean, Amy Arata, Jean Couturier, Mark Leighton 
Members Absent:	Ed Domas 
Town Staff:	Will Johnston, Town Planner
Others Present:	Erik Hargreaves  
		Beverly Cadigan, Historical Society Representative 		
Business Items:	Hargreaves Site Plan Review
__________________________________________________________________________

1. Call to Order
J. Libby called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

2. Approval of Minutes    
Minutes of April 21, 2015.  J. Couturier made a motion to approve the minutes.  Seconded by A. Arata.  Approved 3-0-2.  
Minutes of May 19,  2015.  J. Couturier made a motion to approve the minutes. Seconded by A. Arata.  Approved 4-0-1.  

3. 	Site Plan Review  
Eric Hargreaves
Gloucester  Hill Road 
Village District & Historic Resources Overlay District
Map 3, Lot 101-B
Town Planner W. Johnston gave a brief summary of the project.  Mr. Hargreaves is proposing to install an above-ground pool on his property. Under our ordinance, swimming pools are defined as structures and classified as accessory residential uses, which in the Village District requires Planning Board site review. 

Mr. Hargreaves noted that because his septic system was failing and that he would need to relocate the leach field, he would now be able to site the pool in a location the provided better natural buffering/screening.  

Beverly Cadigan, a representative of the Historical Society stated that she was comfortable with the project.  

The Planning Board took the following actions:  
	1. Voted to accept the Town Planner’s recommendation that the project, as a swimming pool in the Village District and an accessory use of less than 200 square feet in the Historic Resource Overlay, meets the criteria for expedited review as set forth in section 7.4.1.3.a. and is consistent with the purpose of this designation to expedite the approval process for projects “which are is not expected to generate any significant adverse impacts on natural resources or adjacent properties.”  
	Vote 

5-0



	2. Voted to waive or found not-applicable all the site plan submission standards of Section 7.3.2, except for the submission required in the Expedited Site Plan Checklist.  
	Vote 
5-0



	3. Voted to find the  Application Complete
	Vote 
5-0



4. Reviewed its Site Plan Approval Criteria from Section 7.5.1 and other ordinance standards applicable to the project. 

5. Read the following Finding into the record: 
The proposed project has been found to be eligible for expedited site plan review and is not expected to generate any significant adverse impacts on natural resources, adjacent properties or historic resource values due to the following factors:
· The small scale of the project: a small above ground swimming pool: 15 feet diameter. 
· No enlargement of use – only an accessory use to an existing dwelling, with no additional impacts relating to zoning standards. 
· Lack of a strong function or visual relationship between the proposed structure and existing historic structures.  
· The applicant’s intention to provide visual screening of the structure.  

Accordingly, it is found that the project meets the Site Plan Approval criteria Section of 7.5.1, the performance standards of the Historic Resource Overlay District and other applicable standards of the New Gloucester Zoning Ordinance. 

	6. Determined that the application meets Zoning Ordinance review criteria and to approved the application.  

	Vote   5-0

	7. Voted to authorize the Chair to sign the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law
	Vote  5-0


 (A. Arata needed to excuse herself from the meeting) 

A general discussion followed on whether the current treatment of above-ground pools under the Ordinance made sense. A variety of opinions were expressed on the subject, including exempting above-ground pools from the definition of a structure, treating them as temporary structures,  requiring them with only a CEO building permit, and providing additional siting/safety standards. 

4. Other Business:  Appointment of Officers 

The Board elected the following officers and liaisons to other committees: 

Planning Board Chair 		Jean Libby
Planning Board Vice Chair	Amy Arata	
CIP Committee Liaison  		Mark Leighton 
LMPC Liaison			Jean Libby





5. Presentation on Interim Upper Village Zoning Proposals
W. Johnson gave a PowerPoint presentation on revisions to the Zoning Ordinance being proposed by the Land Use Management Committee.  The changes include creating a new Upper Village Zoning District and associated changes.  A Joint Meeting on the proposed revisions is scheduled for Wednesday, June 24 at 7pm at the Meetinghouse.

6. Adjournment
M. Leighton made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 pm. Seconded by J. Bean.   Approved 4-0.  
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