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New Gloucester Economic Development Committee
[bookmark: Text27]Minutes of March 9, 2015
New Gloucester Meeting House 7:00 pm
(Draft Until Approved) 


Members Present:	Nicole Stevens, Chair, Michael Brakey, Jean Couturier, and David Lunt

Members Absent:	Carl Wilcox, Mike Splane, and Steve Libby

Town Staff:		Will Johnston, Town Planner

Main Agenda Items:	Presentation by Mike Brakey on Energy Efficiency 
Discussion of EDC Budget and Funding of Advertisement in GNG Magazine
__________________________________________________________________

1. Call to Order

N. Stevens called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

2. Approval of Minutes

January 12,  2015 Minutes 

[bookmark: _GoBack]J. Couturier moved to approve the minutes.  N. Stevens seconded.  Approved 4-0.

3. Presentation by Michael Brakey:  Energy Efficiency in Your Home and Business 

M. Brakey gave a Power Point presentation which documented his efforts in transforming his “energy hog” residence on Range Pond into an extremely energy-efficient home even while increasing its square footage.  His focus was on energy conservation and maximizing solar gain, in addition to installing a geothermal heating system.  He demonstrated how these improvements paid for themselves in terms of energy savings, and how homeowners and business owners might benefit from similar efforts.  A video of the presentation can be viewed at http://newgloucester.pegcentral.com/player.php?video=34617f7e54f984fd22f5c9cf67074d93.

A question and answer period followed.  The Committee thanked Mike for his presentation.  

4. Discussion EDC Budget and Funding of Advertisement in GNG EDC Publication

W. Johnston reported that the Budget Committee and Selectman had recommended a $500 budget allocation for the EDC.  Staff had recommended an increase in the budget to help cover the expense of running a full-page advertisement in the GNG Magazine.  Discussion centered on the extent to which the advertisement was worth the money, and consideration of the options of running a full-page ad, an ½ page ad, or not running the ad at all. 

W. Johnston noted that funding of an ad this spring would actually come out of the FY2015 budget, and that there was between $200-$300 remaining in the EDC budget.  The cost of a full-page ad was $500.  M. Brakey offered to cover the balance of the cost of running the ad.  (He had covered the entire cost last year).




N. Stevens moved that the EDC use its FY2015 budget balance to fund a portion of a full-page ad that will run in the Gray-New Gloucester publication.  Seconded by J. Couturier.  Approved 4-0.  

5. Other Business

N. Steven updated the Committee on a meeting she attended of the GNG Development Corp in which they described their efforts to secure a grant from FAME to fund a revolving loan program for small businesses.  Committee members expressed support for this effort.  

6. Next Meeting

There was discussion regarding future agenda items, and whether it would make sense to skip next month’s meeting until there was a critical mass of items for discussion. 

D. Lunt moved that the next meeting of the EDC by on Monday, May 11. Seconded by N. Stevens.  Approved 4-0. 

7. Adjournment 

J. Couturier moved to adjourn at 9 pm.  Seconded by D. Lunt.  Approved 4-0.  

Respectfully submitted,
Will Johnston, Town Planner
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