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New Gloucester Economic Development Committee
[bookmark: Text27]Minutes of January 12, 2015
New Gloucester Community Building 7:15 p.m. 


Members Present:	Michael Brakey, Jean Couturier, and Nichole Stevens, 

Members Absent:	David Lunt, Carl Wilcox, Mike Splane, and Steve Libby

Town Staff:		Will Johnston, Town Planner

Main Agenda Items:	Discussion of GNG Development Corporation Proposal RE Local 
Business Showcase at Community Fair
__________________________________________________________________

1. Call to Order

N. Stevens called the meeting to order at 7:20 pm. 

2. Approval of Minutes

December 9,  2014 Minutes 

J. Couturier moved to approve minutes.  M. Brakey seconded.  Approved 4-0.

3. Discussion of GNG Development Corps.  Initiative RE Community Fair Business Showcase 

Tracy Scheckel and Penny Ward from the GNG Development Corp. reported on OTT Communication’s offer to sponsor a tent showcasing New Gloucester businesses at next summer’s Community Fair.  The tent size would probably be 40’x 40’ or 40’x 60.’  Businesses that were OTT customers could set up booths for free; other could make a small donation to the GNG Development Corp.  OTT would also set up an internet “hot spot.”  

There was some discussion regarding logistics.  The EDC’s main responsibilities would be publicizing the event and helping to “fill the tent” with local businesses.  The tent would probably be focused on service rather than retail businesses.  The EDC members present were supportive of the initiative.  T. Scheckel would be working with the Fairground Committee and would keep the EDC apprised of details. 

4. Discussion of Future Workplan Items 

With the proposed Community Fair business showcase providing the EDC an opportunity to promote a New Gloucester-focused event, committee members felt more inclined to continue collaborating with the GNG EDC and Town of Gray on another business form in the fall.  Possible topics would be discussed at future meetings. 




W. Johnston said he had given more thought to possible EDC involvement in marketing the Upper Village Plan.  Although he saw a definite role for the committee, he felt that before committing resources to this task, we should see how the town will act regarding funding preliminary engineering on a new public works facility, which will have a bearing on project timing.   

5. Other Business  

W. Johnston related an e-mail from Erik Hayward announcing the establishment of business incubator program at Pineland that would provide office space, supplies and services to new entrepreneurs.  Start-up might be as early as this spring.     

6. Future Meetings 

The next committee meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 9, 2015.    

7. Adjournment

[bookmark: _GoBack]J. Couturier moved to adjourn at 8:22 pm. Motion seconded by N. Stevens.  Motion approved 4-0. 


Respectfully submitted,
Will Johnston, Town Planner
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