New Gloucester Planning Board
Minutes of November 20, 2012
Members Present:  Jean Libby, Tami Wayboer, Mark Leighton, Edward Domas, and Joe Bean.
Members Absent: Amy Arata, Steven Maschino (excused)
Town Staff: Paul First, Town Planner; Jessa Berna, Assistant Planner.
Others Present:  Gina Sawin (applicant),  Norton Lamb (abutter)
a. Business Items:  Minutes 9/18/12,  Event Barn site plan review
1.           Call to Order

J. Libby called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  This is the November 20th Planning Board Meeting.  
2.   
Approval of Minutes

 
a.    September 18, 2012
T. Wayboer made a motion to approve the minutes of September 18th, seconded by M. Leighton.
Motion approved 4-0-1.  T. Wayboer abstained.    
3.  
Project Review
a. Gina Sawin
Event Barn

97 Cobbs Bridge Rd.

Rural Residential, Historic Resource Overlay
G. Sawin said the barn on our property was previously used as a dairy barn, and we have done a lot of work to renovate and restore it.  The space is very conducive to social gathering. Finally, we put a new roof on the barn, so we can guarantee a dry space for weddings.  I have decided to work with Black Tie Catering to use the space for a few weddings per year, maybe a maximum of 5-10.  
J. Libby said let’s go through the standards.  The driveway is already existing, the extra traffic shouldn’t be an issue.  It looks like the 250 buffer is on the neighbor’s property?

P. First said the GIS lot lines aren’t survey accurate.  It is our best guess that the stone wall represents the property line in this case.  

N. Lamb said I think that historic barns are an important part of our heritage, and I think it is important that we support uses that help maintain them.  I do support this project, and I’d like to request a few conditions.  1.  The door at the north end of the barn will be closed at 10:00 at night if requested.  2.  Cars will be parked parallel to the stone wall running NW to SE to minimize headlight impact during departure.  3.  The vegetative buffer along the stone will be maintained at its current depth.  
J. Libby said how many new outside lights are you being required to add for fire?

G. Sawin said the Fire Marshall didn’t require any outside lights.  We did install one small exterior light on the side of the barn facing my house.  
J. Libby apparently Buzz thinks shutting the door will be enough to block the noise.  

P. First said after 8pm the noise standard is 45 decibels at the property line.  

J. Libby said is this field solid enough in the spring for parking?

P. First said staff had that same question, and we did walk the field on a fairly wet day, and the field appears to be well drained.  The soil map also indicates that the field is well drained or excessively well drained.  

J. Libby said are you going to put a sign out?  You can do that; it would just have to comply with the sign ordinance and the historic overlay standards.  
G. Sawin said I hadn’t thought that far ahead, but if we do it would be discreet.

P. First said if you do decide to have a sign, a permit is required from the Code Enforcement Officer.

T. Wayboer said I believe you can put out an event specific temporary sign for the day without getting a permit.  

J. Libby said you’re using port-o​-potties.  It is my understanding that there are a number of toilets you have to have based on the number of guests.  You have to make sure you follow the state law.  
The board agreed by consensus to not schedule a site visit.

M. Leighton made a motion to waive section 7.3.2.A.2 and section 7.3.2.A.11, seconded by T. Wayboer.

Motion approved 5-0.

M. Leighton made a motion to deem Sections 7.3.2.A.12, 7.3.2.A.15, 7.3.2.A.16, 7.3.2.A.18, 7.3.2.A.22, 4.4.9.F.2, 4.4.9.F.3, 4.4.9.F.5, 4.4.9.F.6, and 4.4.9.F.7 not applicable, seconded by T. wayboer.
Motion approved 5-0.

The Board agreed by consensus that no additional submission items are required.

T. Wayboer made a motion to reduce the buffer requirement from 500ft to 250ft, as per section 5.1.5, seconded by E. Domas.  
Motion approved 5-0. 

T. Wayboer made a motion to deem the application complete, seconded by M. Leighton.

Motion approved 5-0.
The Board agreed by consensus to hold a public hearing.  The public hearing is scheduled for the next Planning Board meeting on December 4th, at 7:00pm.
4.
Other Business

There was no other business.
5.
Future Meetings

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, December 4th.  
6.
Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by T. Wayboer at 7:38 pm, seconded by M. Leighton. 

Motion approved 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,   
Jessa Berna, Assistant Planner
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