New Gloucester Planning Board
Minutes of March 27, 2012
Members Present:  Jean Libby, Joe Bean, Steven Maschino, and Wanda Brissette
Members Absent: Tami Wayboer, Amy Arata, and  Pamela Slye
Town Staff: Paul First, Town Planner; Jessa Berna, Assistant Planner; Debra Parks, CEO
Others Present:  Eleanor Fellers
Business Items:  Minutes 2/21/12, Public Hearing-Appeal of use determinations referring applications to the Planning Board

1.           Call to Order

J. Libby called the meeting to order at 7:0opm.  This is the March 27th Planning Board Meeting.  
2.   
Approval of Minutes

 
a.    February 21, 2012
W. Brissette made a motion to approve the minutes of February 21st,  seconded by J. Bean.

Motion approved 2-0-2.  W. Brissette and S. Maschino abstained. 
3.
Public Hearing
a. Appeal of use determinations referring applications to the Planning Board
J. Libby said Paul, please give us a summary of this issues.

P. First said when an applicant comes to the Code Enforcement Officer seeking a building permit for a project, the CEO makes a determination of use.  This is one of the first things she does to figure out where the project fits into the ordinance.  Under the current ordinance, if that determination of use triggers site plan review by the planning board, the CEO’s decision about what that use is can only be appealed to superior court.  Under the proposed revision, the determination of use decision by the CEO, in cases where it triggers site plan review, would be appealable to the Zoning Board of Appeals rather than superior court.  
J. Libby said this has been through joint committee with the Planning Board, LMPC, and the Selectmen, and then it was moved on to the Planning Board to do this public hearing.  We have nobody here for public comment, so I’m not going to open up the public hearing.  

W. Brissette made a motion to recommend to the Selectmen that this item be added to the warrant for Town Meeting, seconded by J. Bean.  

Motion approved 3-1.  W. Brissette opposed.

4.
Other Business

There is no other business.
5.
Future Meetings

The next meeting will be on Tuesday April 17th if there is business.
6.
Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by J. Bean at 7:09 pm, seconded by W. Brissette.  Motion approved 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,   
Jessa Berna, Assistant Planner
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