New Gloucester Planning Board
Minutes of September 6, 2011

Members Present:  Jean Libby, Tamilyn Wayboer, Amy Arata, Steven Maschino, and Wanda Brissette
Members Absent: J. Bean (unexcused), Pamela Slye (excused)
Town Staff:  Paul First, Town Planner; Jessa Berna, Assistant Planner
Others Present:  None
Business Items:  Minutes 7/19/11, Review of amended committee application forms.
1.           Call to Order

J. Libby called the meeting to order at 7:0opm.  This is the September 6th Planning Board Meeting.  
2.   
Approval of Minutes

 
a.    July 19, 2011
W. Brissette made a motion to approve the minutes of July 19th, seconded by A. Arata.

W. Brissette said add the minutes to the Business Items line.  On lines 57/58 maybe we should reference the June 15th Feasibility Study.  Line 38 “minute” should be changes to “minutes”.  
Motion approved 4-0-1.  T. Wayboer abstained.
3.
Other Business
a. Review of amended committee application forms

W. Brissette said I don’t think that applicants should be required to attend the selectmen’s meeting to be appointed.  
J. Libby said I agree.  When appointments happen, they are the last thing on the agenda.  If attendance is required it should at least be the first item on the agenda.

A. Arata said I don’t think an applicant’s public speaking ability should be something that is considered.  
J. Libby said it is hard to get volunteers to begin with, so we need to make it as easy as possible.  The only requirement from the state is that you’re 18 and live in the town.
W. Brissette said there needs to be some limit on how long applications are kept on record.

The Board agreed that applications should be kept on file for a year, and then dismissed.  

A. Arata said is there a criminal background check run on applicants?

P. First said they do not.  That would be very costly.  

P. First said we should discuss the mission statement.  He read the committees current mission statement: The Planning Board is responsible for the short and long range land use planning for growth within the town.   Activities include:  1)  the preparation, amendment, implementation, and promotion of the Comprehensive Plan;  2) review of development plans for subdivisions and commercial and multi-family development;  3) recommendation of adoption and amendments to the Zoning Ordinance, Subdivision Regulations and other land use based municipal regulations;  4)  any other activities that are required for the fulfillment of their mission.
J. Libby read her idea for the mission statement: It is the mission of the seven member board of volunteer citizens that the New Gloucester Planning Board will exercise their statutory powers in a manner that is careful and concerned, which conforming with the requirements of the State of Maine laws and New Gloucester Ordinances and Regulations and every applicant can expect reasonable application-completion requirements, a fair and impartial hearing, timely decisions and respectful treatment before the Board.  
The New Gloucester Planning Board is responsible for reviewing subdivisions, site plans, and reviews and recommends necessary changes in zoning ordinances and to the land use planning while implementing and promoting the Comprehensive Plan.  

The committee liked Jean’s option.  

T. Wayboer said a mission statement doesn’t typically include your activities. It is the direction and purpose of the organization.  

P. First said he will make some minor changes to Jean’s draft and email it back to the Board for approval.  

W. Brissette said in the event of multiple applications, this may be our only opportunities to indicate what we would like to see on the committee.  

J. Libby said I still think that experience on a board should be considered.
W. Brissette said I don’t want anything that details out for the Selectmen what criteria they should use to choose.  As selectmen, they have to use their own judgment.  They shouldn’t be limited by an application process.  
4.
Future Meetings

The next meeting will be on Tuesday October 4th, if there is any business.  

5.
Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by T. Wayboer at 8:06 pm, seconded by A. Arata.  Motion approved 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,   
Jessa Berna, Assistant Planner
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