MINUTES
Town of New Gloucester

BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING
7:00 p.m.

Monday, November 4, 2013
At the Meetinghouse
BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

    I.
CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER & ATTENDANCE 

Chairman, Steven Libby, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Chairman, Steven Libby; Vice-Chairman, Linda Chase; Selectmen, Nathaniel Berry, Joshua McHenry and Mark Stevens; Town Manager, Sumner Field.; and Recorder, Sharlene Myers. 

   II.
SCHEDULED NEXT MEETING:

Board of Selectmen – 7:00 p.m., Monday, November 18, 2013 at the Meetinghouse
A. Adjustments to the Agenda
Mr. Berry moved and Mr. Stevens seconded a motion to add under Appointments, Budget Committee Application for Lenora Conger.  The motion carried on a vote of 5-0.
  III.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


A.
PUBLIC HEARING – General Assistance Ordinance 

Mr. Libby opened the Public Hearing at 7:03 p.m. There were no public comments.  Public Hearing was closed at 7:04 p.m.

B. PRESENTATION – Alan Stearns, of Royal River Conservation Trust
Alan Stearns, Executive Director of the Royal River Conservation Trust (RRCT), and Francis Brautigam, of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (IFW), spoke to the Board concerning the transfer of ownership of Lily Pond from the Chandler Brothers to Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.  Mr. Stearns said RRCT will manage and maintain the property.
C. Other

Stephen Hathorne, resident, spoke to the Board on the following issues:  1) said the joint meeting held on October 28th was not publicly noticed and there was no public participation stated on the agenda or allowed at the meeting, yet an email from Pamela Slye was allowed to be read.  He said the meeting was discussing the possible purchase of an ambulance and the public should have been allowed to comment; 2) said he wanted to thank the New Gloucester Eagles for cleaning up Swamp Road of junk and debris that has been dumped in the area; 3) said he would like an update from the Board on where the State Revenue Sharing funds received from the State have been used or delegated for; 4) said he would like an update on the fire that took place at the barn on the Fairgrounds property; 5) said he would like an update on the letter the Board received from the Maine Turnpike Authority on usage for salt storage at Sargent’s pit; 6) said previously there was discussion of a change in the traffic pattern for Upper Village and would like to know if plans are in place for this; 7) said he attended the workshop on growth in the Upper Village and said his personal opinion was the pictures/slides did not pertain to New Gloucester and the plans fell short of the measure; and 8) he gave the Board a piece of the new curbing installed last fall in the lower village, which was broken one month after installation.
Mr. Libby said the October 28th meeting was noticed on the calendar and the intent of the meeting was to take comment from the CIP and Budget Committee members.  He said public comment would have been allowed at a special town meeting, if one had been scheduled.  He said Ms. Slye’s email was allowed as she is a member of the Budget Committee.   Mr. Libby said the State Revenue Sharing received by the Town is used to offset taxes and any excess revenue goes into the general fund.  Mr. Libby said the Board is awaiting recommendation from the Town Manager and staff concerning the barn fire at the Fairgrounds.  Mr. Libby said the pit the Maine Turnpike Authority (MTA) was to use is their own, not the pit belonging to Sargent.  He said the MTA’s pit is not maintained or closed off and they withdrew their application.  Mr. Libby said the new traffic pattern for the Upper Village area is going forward and still in process.  
Mr. Libby said on October 21st, the Cub Scouts toured Town Hall.  He said the Town Manager conducted the tour and did an excellent job.

Mr. Libby said on October 31st, Halloween, he took his kids out for Trick or Treating an stopped at the Town Hall , where Harvey Price, the Parks & Recreation director, and Ms. Myers, handed out candy.   Mr. Libby thanked them both.

Mr. Field said candy was handed out to 316 children on a cold and rainy night.

  IV.
SCHEDULED ITEMS
4.37
To See What Action the Board Wishes to Take in Regards to Adopting General Assistance Ordinance 

Mr. McHenry said the change is a reduction in the amount allowed for Food Maximum.  He asked what happens if the Town does not adopt this change.


Mr. Field said the Town would be in violation of the State law.


Mr. Berry moved and Mr. Libby seconded a motion to adopt Appendixes B as presented and as recommended by Maine Municipal Association and the State of Maine.   The motion carried on a vote of 3-2, with Mr. McHenry and Mr. Stevens opposing.

4.38
To See What Action the Board Wishes to Take in Regard to Renaming of Lily Pond


Mr. Stearns said Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and the Royal River Conservation Trust would like to rename Lily Pond to Chandler Mill Pond, changing it back to its original name.

Mr. McHenry moved and Mr. Berry seconded a motion to endorse the proposed name change of Lily Pond to Chandler Mill Pond.  The motion carried on a vote of 5-0.
4.39
To See What Action the Board Wishes to Take in Regard to Fireworks Ordinance


John Randall, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee, said the Committee has discussed at several meetings, what can be done about fireworks in New Gloucester.   He said adopting an ordinance to not allow fireworks in the Town would be hard to enforce without a police force in the Town.   He said the Committee discussed creating an ordinance to prohibit the sale of fireworks in New Gloucester.   He said with testimony from the Fire Marshall on the dangers of transporting fireworks, water supply in case of fire/explosion and proximity to other businesses or homes, the Committee created the ordinance before the Board.


Mr. Libby read the ordinance: “No person shall possess with the intent to sell or offer for sale consumer works, as defined in 8 MRSA § 221-A, sub-§ 4 within the boundaries of the Town of New Gloucester, Maine.  This prohibition does not apply to a person who is issued a fireworks display permit by the State of Maine pursuant to 8 MRSA § 227-A.”   Mr. Libby said he recommends the ordinance be forwarded to the Town Attorney for review and brought back to the next Board meeting.

Mr. Berry moved and Mr. Libby seconded a motion that the ordinance presented by the Public Safety Committee be passed on to the Town Manager to forward to the Town Attorney for review.  The motion carried on a vote of 3-2, with Ms. Chase and Mr. McHenry opposing.


Mr. Randall asked Ms. Chase and Mr. McHenry why they opposed.


Ms. Chase said the proposed ordinance would limit a business that would bring in revenues.  She said the State has strict laws in place for selling of fireworks.


Mr. McHenry said from a business angle he would not like to see the restriction on legal businesses in New Gloucester and is not convinced on the link between sale and use of fireworks.

4.40
To See What Action the Board Wishes to Take in Regard to Historical Society’s Letter of Appreciation

Mr. Libby said the Historical Society is recognizing the seven New Gloucester residents that are World War II veterans, with a letter of appreciation at their November 21st meeting.   He said those being recognized are:  Leonard Daley, Reginald E. Jacqmin; William (Bob) MacGregor; Rene Michaud; John Santos; Raymond Sylvester; and Peter C. Daignault.

Ms. Chase moved and Mr. Stevens seconded a motion to sign the Historical Society’s Letters of Appreciation.   The motion carried on a vote of 5-0.

4.41
To See What Action the Board Wishes to Take in Regard to Pole Permits for Woodman Road


Mr. McHenry moved and Mr. Stevens seconded a motion to sign the Pole Permits.  The motion carried on a vote of 5-0.

4.42
To See What Action the Board Wishes To Take in Regard to Sealed Ticket  Game of Chance Application for Fraternal Order of Eagles #4131 

Mr. McHenry moved and Mr. Stevens seconded a motion to approve the Sealed Ticket Game of Chance Application for Fraternal Order of Eagles #4131 and to note there are no violations or complaints on file per the Code Enforcement Officer.  The motion carried on a vote of 5-0.

4.43
To See What Action the Board Wishes To Take in Regard to Pot of Gold  Game of Chance Application for Fraternal Order of Eagles #4131 
Mr. McHenry moved and Mr. Stevens seconded a motion to approve the Pot of Gold Game of Chance Application for Fraternal Order of Eagles #4131 and to note there are no violations or complaints on file per the Code Enforcement Officer.  The motion carried on a vote of 5-0.

4.44
To See What Action the Board Wishes To Take in Regard to Cribbage Game of Chance Application for Fraternal Order of Eagles #4131 
Mr. McHenry moved and Mr. Stevens seconded a motion to approve the Cribbage Game of Chance Application for Fraternal Order of Eagles #4131 and to note there are no violations or complaints on file per the Code Enforcement Officer.  The motion carried on a vote of 5-0.

4.45
To See What Action the Board Wishes to Take in Regard to CIP Requests

Mr. Field said the CIP Request form for a new ambulance was submitted before the recently held workshop.  He said this form is a placeholder and an updated request sheet will be submitted to the CIP Committee.


Mr. Libby asked the Board if they accept the placeholder and the flexibility for the Manager to adjust before the CIP Committee meets.  All members were in agreement.


Mr. Libby said all submissions on list have been seen before and gone through the process.  He said he has no questions on this information.


Mr. McHenry said the request from Parks & Recreation is the same proposal as previously submitted and went to Town Meeting and said he would like to see it updated.  He said as it stands, it might look like the Town is not listening to the residents. He said he also understood the infield of the fairgrounds was to be completed first before the building of the playground.


Ms. Chase moved and Mr. Berry seconded a motion to forward the CIP Requests to the CIP Committee.  The motion carried on a vote of 5-0.

   V.
APPROVE FY14 WARRANTS and PAYROLLS #16, #17, #18 & #19
Mr. McHenry moved and Mr. Stevens seconded a motion to approve FY14 Warrants and Payrolls #16, #17 & #18.   The motion carried on a vote of 5-0.
Mr. Berry moved and Mr. Stevens seconded a motion to approve FY14 Warrants and Payrolls #19.  The motion carried on a vote of 4-0-1, with Mr. Libby abstaining.
  VI.
APPOINTMENTS

A. Budget Committee – (1 completion of 2015 term)

Lenora Conger – would like to be appointed
Mr. Berry moved and Ms. Chase seconded a motion to appoint Lenora Conger to the Budget Committee for the completion of 2015 term.    The motion carried on a vote of 5-0.
 VII.
LEGAL

None.

VIII.
WRITTEN COMMUNICATION
A. Approve Minutes of the October 14, 2013, Board of Assessor’s & Board of Selectmen’s Meeting  
Ms. Chase moved and Mr. Berry seconded a motion to approve the Minutes of the October 14, 2013, Board of Assessor’s & Board of Selectmen’s Meeting.   The motion carried on a vote of 5-0.

B. Approve Minutes of the October 16, 2013, Special Board of Selectmen’s Meeting
Ms. Chase moved and Mr. Berry seconded a motion to approve the Minutes of the October 16, 2013, Special Board of Selectmen’s Meeting.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0-1, with Mr. Stevens abstaining.

C. Approve Minutes of the October 28, 2013, Special Board of Selectmen’s Meeting

Ms. Chase moved and Mr. Berry seconded a motion to approve the Minutes of the October 28, 2013, Special Board of Selectmen’s Meeting.   The motion carried on a vote of 5-0.

  IX.  
ORAL COMMUNICATION
A. Selectmen
Mark Stevens – no comment.

Joshua McHenry – asked Mr. Field if he had clarification on the credit/debit card fees and who pays them.   Mr. Field said the fee will be added to the bill for the customer.  He said there will be handouts available disclosing this information.
Mr. McHenry said he would like to thank the Budget and CIP Committees for their feedback at the recent joint meeting with the Selectmen. 

Mr. McHenry said he would like to thank the Fire/Rescue Department for allowing him to volunteer to work at the Hunter’s Breakfast.   He said he had a good time and also wanted to thank Ms. Myers, who also volunteered her help.

Mr. McHenry said he attended the Fire/Rescue Department banquet and thanked them for inviting him.  He said it was a good evening and enjoyed watching the awards being handed out.

Nathaniel Berry – no comment.

Linda Chase – said the Snow Hill Road Bridge is now open.
Steven Libby – said he received a call pertaining to the credit card fees.  

Mr. Libby said the water project is coming along.   He said the pump station building is well under construction and the tank is complete and the test passed.  He said the waterline construction is now on Peacock Hill Road and then on to Upper Village Street.
B. Town Manager
Mr. Field said the Snow Hill Road Bridge is now open.   He said Woodman Road is completed for the winter and will be inspected in the spring.
Mr. Berry asked if there is any information on the lights at the Morse Road railroad crossing.  Mr. Field said he has not heard anything on it.

C.
Boards, Department Heads, and Committees
    X.
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mr. Berry moved and Ms. Chase seconded a motion to move into Executive Session at 8:35 p.m. under 1 MRSA 405 (6) (A) Employment, assignment and duties of employees.  

Mr. McHenry said he would like more information besides the statue as to why there is an executive session.


Mr. Libby said per the Town Attorney, the statue is all that is necessary to enter into the session.


The motion carried on a vote of 3-2 with Mr. McHenry and Mr. Stevens opposing.


Also present for the Executive Session was Matt Tarasevich, of Bernstein Shur.

   XI.
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION


The Board came out of Executive Session at 10:30 p.m.  


Ms. Chase moved and Mr. Berry seconded a motion to effect the following organizational changes:  Effective January 2, 2014, the Bookkeeper position will become part-time, not to exceed 24-hours per week; hire an interim Finance Director and direct the Town Manager to create job descriptions for both positions with the Interim process not to exceed six months (June 30, 2014).   The motion carried on a vote of 3-2, with Mr. McHenry and Mr. Stevens opposing.

  XII.
ADJOURN

Mr. Stevens moved and Mr. Berry seconded a motion to adjourn at 10:39 p.m.  The motion carried on a vote of 4-1, with Mr. McHenry opposing.

Approved November 18, 2013

___________________________________
____________________________________

Steven M. Libby, Chairman


Linda D. Chase, Vice-Chairman

___________________________________
____________________________________

Nathaniel L. Berry IV, Selectman

Joshua J. McHenry, Selectman




___________________________________


Mark A. Stevens, Selectman
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