Environmental Resources Committee Meeting

July 8, 2015 – 9:55-noon
Present: Cliff Andrews, Joanne McKee, Alan Gregory, Phoebe Hardesty

9:55 to 11:00: vist to Planson International, Penney Rd, New Gloucester

· Committee members visited Planson International to see the recently installed solar array, which is providing all electrical power to the business.

· ~150 panels, in three strings, provide more than enough power for the business; excess is sent back to CMP, with the hope that there will be sufficient power in the “bank” to offset power needs during winter and/or other periods of inclement weather.  Each string can produce 13 kw, T = ~40 kw, given optimum conditions.

· The system has a 30-year life, and payback for installation is expected in seven years.

· Revision Energy did the installation and were excellent to work with.

11:00 – at the library, status of projects and discussion of upcoming activities

1. Stevens Brook – 

a. meet with Paul First to lay out a strategy for work in both the pond and the stream prior to any road work so that we don't get caught short on mitigation efforts

b. pull the gates to flush seds from the stream, per Jeff K.'s suggestion; we will need to get input from IF&W to account for stocking dates and late-season fish management

c. clarify landowner input for the pond and any potential work there

d. in future, it would be helpful to meet with members of the cemetery association to determine their willingness to develop a stream buffer

2. Transfer Station – 

a. meet with Paul First to discuss changing the location of the recycling bins, and reversing the flow of traffic (both safety and efficiency issues)

b. Cliff will gather transfer station info on recycling rates, tonnage and income, plus trash tonnage and costs (Jeff and Harry).  Why the jump in costs from the Auburn facility?

3. Pollinators Garden – Pipes are being installed, or soon will be, then there will be information available on whether the water district has sufficient funds to install the fencing.  After that, the garden can be planted.  Joanne will heel in the plants at her garden, to hold them until they can be moved to the fairgrounds.

4. Fairgrounds – 

a. The ER Committee has no cash to contribute to landscaping at the fairgrounds.

b.  The committee is very willing to help with work on the pathways, and with future landscaping projects.  We will also help to get donated plants for the landscaping project.

5. Library displays – Phoebe to check with Sue about proposed dates

a. Garden Pests – to identify pests and suggest safe management practices, including avoiding use of non-systemic insecticides.  (April 2016)

b. Energy-saving ideas and materials (October 2015)

c. Reptiles and Amphibians (June 2016)

6. Report from Sabbathday Lake Association – Alan

a. the association's annual meeting will be held tomorrow night at the Community Center (agenda handed out)

b. the website has been renovated and updated

c. IPP work continues; Sabbathday is the only lake in this region without aquatic invasive plants

d. A Buffer Plants Matching Grant Program provides incentives to property owners to stabilize shorefront areas

e. The organization is considering participation in the LakeSmart program, and coordinator Maggie Shannon will attend SLA's August meeting.

f.  A monitor will be available at the Outlet Beach boat ramp, to inspect for invasive aquatic plants throughout the summer; costs will be shared by SLA and the boat ramp property owner.

g. Difficulties continue at the illegal boat ramp on Rte 26, and the town has been unwilling to install large boulders to prevent large, uninspected, boats from entering the lake there.  This is difficult to understand, given the lake's clean status, costs for control of invasive plants, and the threats to other properties on the lake.

Upcoming:


1. Visit to MacGregor homestead to see their solar installation – August 12th

2.  September – see Gray's recycling facility (Cliff to set up the visit), return to library to continue


     the meeting.
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