NEW GLOUCESTER PLANNING BOARD

October 16, 2007

Members Present: Karen Asselin, Laurie Brady, Wanda Brissette, Jean Libby, & Ruth Waterhouse

Members Absent: Sue Robitaille, excused; Lisa Lemont, unexcused

Town Staff: Rebeccah Schaffner, Planner

Others Present: Carl Overcash & Kathryn Thibault; Cheryl & Shawn McKinnen
1. Call to Order, meeting to called to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. Approval of Minutes: October 2, 2007

a. A  motion to approve the minutes was made by R.Waterhouse, seconded by K.Asselin ; motion approved 4-0, L.Brady abstained. 
Discussion: A typo was pointed out on line 166.  The line read, “The revision was approved 4-0, J.Libby opposed.”  It should read, “The revision was approved 4-1, J.Libby opposed.”  

W.Brissette asked why the discussion with the applicant, Daniel MacDonald, at the end of the last meeting was not recorded in the minutes.  J.Libby explained that the discussion had taken place after the meeting was adjourned and the Board was no longer on air.  

R.Schaffner added that the Notice of Action memo provided to the Board reflected the discussion and its outcome.  She read the portion of the memo covering the discussion:
“However, after the Planning Board meeting you decided to follow through with the plans as originally approved and requested that the Board not sign the newly revised plans.  Thus, your plans stand as they were originally approved and the hammer head turn around depicted at the end of Douglas Drive is to be paved.

The approval date stands as June 15, 2004 and shall expire if construction of the subdivision’s public improvements are not completed within five (5) years of the date of approval.”
K.Asselin raised concern about documentation of the applicant’s change of mind.  A motion was made by K.Asselin to have the October 2, 2007 MacDonald Subdivision Notice of Action added to the October 16, 2007 minutes.  Seconded by R.Waterhouse, approved 5-0.  A copy of the Notice of Action memo can also be found in the applicant’s file.
3. Project Reviews

a. Kathryn Thibault & Carl Overcash

Map/Lot 0018-0005-2

42 Intervale Road

Kids’ Clubhouse/Storage

R.Schaffner explained the applicant’s site plan.  The applicant was looking to construct a 192 square foot, two story structure for storage and a children’s club house. She noted the application was missing information on how tall the proposed structure is to be.  When asked Mr. Overcash estimated the proposed structure at twenty-four (24) feet high.
J.Libby wanted to know how tall the existing home is.  Mr. Overcash estimated it to be twenty-four (24) feet high.  K.Asseslin reiterated that the proposed structure appears to be tall.
J.Libby asked what kind of visual buffering exists between the proposed structure and the street. Mr. Overcash stated that it is mostly grass and a few trees.
W.Brissette inquired as to what kind of utilities would serve the proposed structure.  Mr. Overcash stated that it will have no utilities.
K.Asselin asked if the proposed structure will have shutters like the existing home. Mr. Overcash stated that it will not.
L.Brady wanted to know if it will have a heat source. Mr. Overcash stated that it will not.
Mr. Overcash explained that it would be nice to have a place to store all of the yard tools and toys instead of having them laying beside the house in plain view.
W.Brissette inquired as to what kind of foundation the proposed structure will have.  Mr. Overcash stated that it will not have a poured foundation, just a timber frame foundation.
He was also asked which direction the garage door of the proposed structure will face.  Mr. Overcash stated that the garage door will face the street.
K.Asselin observed that the proposed structure seems awkward for the historic overlay, but should not be discouraged.
J.Libby asked the Board if they wished to schedule a site visit.  The consensus of the Board was that no site visit was necessary.
W.Brissette made a motion to deem the application complete.  R.Waterhouse seconded the motion. Motion approved 5-0.
K.Asselin suggested they act on the waivers one at a time.  K.Asselin motioned to approve the waiver for Section 7.4.2.G of the Site Plan Regulations for Location of physical features such as ledge, wetlands, watercourses, sand and gravel aquifers, agricultural areas and forested areas based on the supporting information that none of the above mentioned features exist on the property.  R.Waterhouse second the motion, approved 5-0.
K.Asselin motioned to approve the waiver for Section 4.4.8.I.1 of the Site Plan Regulations for A map showing the location of the property and the location of the proposed activity on a USGS topographic map at the scale of 1” = 2,000’ or larger based on the supporting information that the proposed activity will have no measurable effect on groundwater quality.  R.Waterhouse seconded the motion, approved 5-0.
K.Asselin motioned to approve the waiver for Section 7.4.2.K of the Site Plan Regulations for Existing and proposed topographic contour lines drawn at 2 foot intervals based on the supporting information that the structure will not alter existing contours.  R.Waterhouse seconded the motion, approved 5-0.
J.Libby asked the Board if they wished to schedule a public hearing. The consensus of the Board was that no hearing was necessary.

W.Brissette motioned to approve the application. R.Waterhouse seconded the motion. 

Discussion: R.Schaffner shared a memo from the Code Enforcement Officer in which she expressed concern over the shared uses of storage and a children’s play area without an adequate fire rating separating the two.  However, there are no fire regulations applicable to sheds or children’s play structures.  W.Brissette expressed that she understands the Code Enforcement Officer’s concerns but that the fire codes are not applicable to the proposed structure and therefore should not effect the decision of the Board.
Motion to approve the site plan approved 5-0.
4. Other Business

a. MacDonald Subdivision Notice of Action

See above

b. Scheduling of November meetings

R.Schaffner told the Board that she is unable to attend the currently schedule November 6th Planning Board meeting, and asked the Board if in light of her absence and it also being election day if they would like to reschedule.  The Board decided to hold the meeting as regularly scheduled and to keep the agenda to a minimum.  R.Schaffner also asked the Board if they would like to reschedule the meeting currently scheduled for the week of Thanksgiving, but the Board decided to hold it as scheduled.
c. Shoreland Zoning Workshop

R.Schaffner reminded the Board that the workshop is scheduled for Tuesday, October 30th at 6 pm in the AMVETS Hall.

d.
Public participation

A member of the public not scheduled on the agenda approached the Board and wished to raise a concern.  The Board agreed, and she was invited to speak. Cheryl McKinnon of 429 Sabbathday Road is concerned about the truck traffic on her road and would like  to create a heavy truck ordinance to restrict heavy truck traffic.
J.Libby referred her to the Board of Selectmen citing Section 3.3.B of the Zoning Ordinance that requires all individual change and amendment requests to be submitted to the Board of Selectmen in writing.
5. Plan Signing
a. Kathryn Thibault & Carl Overcash

Map/Lot 0018-0005-2

42 Intervale Road

Kids’ Clubhouse/Storage

6. Adjournment –   R.Waterhouse moved to adjourn, K.Asselin  seconded, approved 5-0. 



     Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

7. Future Meetings

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, November 6, 2007.

Minutes prepared by R.Schaffner
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New Gloucester Town Representatives

Notice of Action

October 2, 2007

Project:

MacDonald Subdivision

Daniel MacDonald, owner and applicant

Map/Lot 0002-0007-J

Rural Residential & Groundwater Protection Overlay districts

Subdivision Revision

Action Taken:

The Planning Board approved the subdivision revision as referenced below:

	Plans: Hammer head turn around revision to Final Subdivision Plan of MacDonald Subdivision

Review Date

Title

Sept. 18, 2007

Plan and Profile Douglas Drive Extension Plan with Amended Gravel Turnaround

May 2004

Plan and Profile Douglas Drive Extension




	Planning Board Actions:

Action Steps

Action Taken

Act on waiver requests

N/A

Determine Application Completeness

Application deemed complete

Schedule Public Hearing

None

Act on Application

Approved




	Conditions of Approval:

Ordinance Reference

Condition

None

 


However, after the Planning Board meeting you decided to follow through with the plans as originally approved and requested that the Board not sign the newly revised plans.  Thus, your plans stand as they were originally approved and the hammer head turn around depicted at the end of Douglas Drive is to be paved.

The approval date stands as June 15, 2004 and shall expire if construction of the subdivision’s public improvements are not completed within five (5) years of the date of approval.  If you have further questions please contact me at 207.926.4126 ext. 4, or rschaffner@newgloucester.com. 

Rebeccah Schaffner, Town Planner


Date: October 16, 2007






