NEW GLOUCESTER PLANNING BOARD

May 15, 2007

Corrected & approved June 19, 2007
Members Present: Jean Libby, Ruth Waterhouse, Wanda Brissette, Karen Asselin

Members Absent: –Sue Robitaille & Laurie Brady – excused
Vacancy: one
Town Staff: Rebeccah Schaffner, Planner

Others Present: Jodi Hausen, Secretary; Mark Hassett

Projects:

a. Kelly and Mark Hassett, owner and applicant

Map 16, Lot 20; 353 Gloucester Hill Road

Village & Groundwater Protection Overlay Districts

Deck construction

Site Plan Submittal – eligible for expedited review 

1. Call to Order: J. Libby called meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.

2. Review and Approval of Minutes: Review and approve minutes for 4/17/07. The minutes were changed to reflect the incorrect report that Wanda Brissette had not been excused from that meeting. R. Waterhouse moved, K. Asselin seconded, approved 4-0.

3. Project Reviews: 

a. Kelly and Mark Hassett, owner and applicant

Map 16, Lot 20; 353 Gloucester Hill Road

Village & Groundwater Protection Overlay Districts

Deck construction

Site Plan Submittal – eligible for expedited review 

J. Libby was concerned that the board’s decision to accept the application for expedited review might be challenged but it was determined that the challenge would not be on the landowner but rather on the board.

The concern was raised due to a recent court decision concerning the efficacy of votes taken by boards with vacancies. One seat was vacant at the meeting. [The seat has since been filled and no vacancies currently exist. 6/19/07]
J. Libby thought there would probably be less concern if the project were not in the village and in the historic district. R. Schaffner reported that she and Debby Parks, Code Enforcement Officer, had done a site walk and determined that the deck as proposed is an allowed use in the zone.

J. Libby asked for an explanation of deck.

According to M. Hassett, the deck will be in back, off the kitchen to the right of the house where barn used to sit. It will be one-level, 18-inches high with two exits. 16 x 32 inches in dimension.

No deed was included with application. None is needed for expedited review, however R. Waterhouse felt it is important to include in the file in case the board decides not to accept the application for expedited review. R. Schaffner reported that Debby Parks reviewed the application and determined that it was complete.

K. Asselin moved to accept the application for expedited review, R. Waterhouse seconded. Expedited review approved 4-0.

Applicant asked for waivers of some items that J. Libby feels are not applicable to the project. The homeowners had built an approved garage previously.

K. Asselin moved that all items not required for expedited review be waived except including a deed with the application. R. Waterhouse seconded. Approved 4-0.

W. Brissette moved that the application be deemed complete with the condition that a deed be included with the file. K. Asselin seconded. Approved 4-0.

Board was in consensus that a public hearing was not needed.

K. Asselin moved to approve the application pending a copy of the deed being added to the file, R. Waterhouse seconded. Application approved 4-0.

4. Other Business:
a. Maine Association of Planners Annual Meeting and Conference. Friday, June 1 at the Topsham Public Library. R. Schaffner will be attending.

b. Plan Requirements

K. Asselin asked for clarification about the new application plan requirements. J. Libby wants to see tree growth discussed for each new plan. Fire protection easements must be signed prior to project being completed but board is not sure whether they can make it a condition of plan approval. It perhaps can be a condition of release of escrow account held by town. J. Libby feels applicants must be made aware of this requirement. Fire Chief approves fire ponds. R. Schaffner will research the issue.

5. b. Plan Signing
None

6. Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn W. Brissette, second R. Waterhouse, approved 4-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

7. Future Meetings

Planning Board, June 5, 2007

Minutes prepared by Jodi Hausen

4.17.07 Planning Board Minutes
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