
NEW GLOUCESTER PLANNING BOARD

June 19, 2007

Members Present: Jean Libby, Ruth Waterhouse, Wanda Brissette, Karen Asselin

Members Absent: Sue Robitaille, Lisa Glennon – excused and Laurie Brady – unexcused

Town Staff: Rebeccah Schaffner, Planner

Others Present: Jodi Hausen, Secretary

1. Call to Order: J. Libby called meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

2. Review and Approval of Minutes: 
R. Waterhouse moved, K. Asselin seconded to approve minutes from 5/15/07 with the following changes: 

· Laurie Brady had an excused absence

· Ruth Waterhouse had seconded the motion to approve expedited review of Mark and Kelly Hassett’s application for a deck

· Reason for court decision concern (lines 35 – 37) was that one seat on the board was vacant. The seat has been filled now and there are no vacancies. 

· Adjournment time was 7:45 p.m. 

The minutes from 5/15/07 were approved 4-0 with the aforementioned changes.

3. Project Reviews: None

4. Other Business: 

a. Mark & Darsi Simond

Cornerstone Carthage, LLC

Request to extend site plan approval

Their application is about to expire (July 18) but construction is not complete. The applicant is requesting an extension for site plan approval. According to ordinance, substantial construction needs to be completed within one year or the applicants need to return for a review. K. Asselin suggested giving the applicant a 30-day extension and asking them to come in to meet with the board.

R. Schaffner will check with CEO Debra Parks to determine the definition of “substantial.”

K. Asselin moved to table the matter, R. Waterhouse seconded. Motion carried 4-0 with the addition by J. Libby that they [Mark & Darsi Simond] appear at the next meeting on July 17.

J. Libby would like to know where the applicant is with the environmental issues of the site plan. K. Asselin would like to see a financial plan for the rest of the process because ordinance requires the applicant to demonstrate financial capability to complete the project.

W. Brissette suggested getting an update on the septic and water on the project. J. Libby concerned with drainage but not with building being constructed. R. Schaffner will review file to see what has been done in the past regarding a performance guarantee.

b. Subdivision Regulations; Article 5 Preapplication Submission requirements

R. Schaffner asked board to verify their approval of the current ordinance which requires small lot subdivisions to submit an alternative development sketch plan as outlined in the town’s zoning ordinance. The board did not see a need to make any changes. No action was taken. 

c. Fire protection easements

R. Schaffner discussed the matter with Chief Sacco who said it would be helpful to the Fire Department to have, within covenants/homeowners’ associations’ agreements, language that spells out the responsibilities of both the Town and the applicant/homeowner.

According to J. Libby, the ordinance already covers this issue. She suggested that wording reflect the same treatment to all applicants.

K. Asselin said that her development (Bryana Estates) does not maintain the mowing around the hydrants. She suggested that it be done by the Town. This applies to fire protection that is not on a town-owned road so the town would need to secure an easement. J. Libby felt that property owners should “take care of their own.” K. Asselin said that homeowners don’t understand what needs to be done.

J. Libby feels that the board needs to be careful about its authority but that maintenance should fall on the Town. Easement requirements have been prepared but not yet approved by the board though they have been reviewed by an attorney. J. Libby said the drafts went to the selectmen but it was unclear whether they have acted on it.

Any ponds or other fire suppression options not given this easement will be deemed “unreliable.” Easement agreements for already existing ponds will go to property owners to sign. It was suggested that all easements will have a six-month reversal clause. R. Schaffner will review the issue.

5. Plan Signing

None

6. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn by R. Waterhouse, seconded by K. Asselin. Motion carried 4-0. Meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m.

7. Future Meetings

Regular Meeting – 
Tuesday, July 3, 2007 Cancelled
Tuesday, July 17, 2007

Minutes prepared by Jodi Hausen
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