NEW GLOUCESTER PLANNING BOARD

Minutes of December 2, 2008
Members Present: Wanda Brissette, Jean Libby, Josh McHenry & Ruth Waterhouse  
Members Absent: Laurie Brady, unexcused
Vacancies: 2
Town Staff: Rebeccah Schaffner, Planner; Amanda Lessard, Assistant Planner
Others Present: none
1.  Call to Order

J.Libby called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.   

2. Approval of Minutes:  
a. October 7, 2008
A motion to approve the minutes of November 4, 2008 was made by R.Waterhouse; seconded by J.McHenry; approved 3-0-1. 

Discussion: Correction to Line 7; Wanda Brissette’s absence was unexcused.
3.  Project Reviews


None
4.  Other Business


None
5.  Plan Signing


None
6.  Workshop – Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
R.Schaffner gave a brief presentation on Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED).  It was created by the U.S. Green Building Council to encourage sustainable building and development practices by way of a rating and certification process. There are rating systems for new construction and major renovations of homes, commercial interiors, core and shell construction, schools, retail, and healthcare, neighborhood development, and existing buildings’ operations and maintenance.  Certification is a holistic approach that looks at development aspects of site selection, water efficiency, energy efficiency and atmosphere, materials and resources, indoor environmental quality, and innovation and design. Some examples that are rated for LEED certification include: water efficient landscaping, no use of potable water and use of non-potable water, innovative use of on-site wastewater, and maximizing water efficiency. 
R.Schaffner said developers seek LEED certification to lower operating costs and increase asset values, reduce waste, conserve energy and water, increase health and safety for occupants, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, qualify for tax rebates, or for environmental stewardship and social responsibility. She gave some examples of LEED certified buildings: Falmouth Police Station (2008), Portland East End Community School (2006), several building on the University of Maine campus, and several private residences in Freeport and Gorham. 
For more information on LEED certification Board members can visit the websites for the U.S. Green Building Council (http://www.usgbc.org) or the Maine Chapter of the U.S. Green Building Council (http://www.maineusgbc.org/).
J.McHenry asked if there were any projects to date in New Gloucester that have pursued this. R.Schaffner said there are not, but she wanted to make the Board more aware of it since it is becoming more popular. She said it is also possible for a developer to build taking into account the LEED criteria without actually paying for the official review and certifications.  She said if there is more interest there are many organizations that do education outreach that she could invite to speak to the Board.

W.Brissette said the Planning Board could encourage developers to pursue LEED certification, but could not require or regulate it. R.Schaffner said there are communities that pledge to have public buildings be LEED certified. She said that the state university system has made that commitment.  J.McHenry said all of LL Bean’s new buildings are LEED certified. R.Schaffner said that projects that are financed by a single firm have a better chance to be LEED certified. 

W.Brissette asked if LEED certification was in any way contrary to New Gloucester standards or if there were regulations that would prohibit it. R.Schaffner said she hasn’t compared the certification to the Town code, but since the Town requirements are vague she doesn’t believe it is prohibitive.  
7.  Adjournment
R.Waterhouse moved to adjourn; seconded by J.McHenry; approved 4-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

8.   Future Meetings
a. The regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, December 16, 2008 is cancelled due to lack of agenda items.  The next meeting is Tuesday, January 6, 2009 at 7 pm. 
Minutes prepared by A.Lessard
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