NEW GLOUCESTER PLANNING BOARD

Minutes of March 4, 2008
Members Present: Laurie Brady, Wanda Brissette, Lisa Lemont, Jean Libby & Sue Robitaille, Ruth Waterhouse
Members Absent: Karen Asselin, excused
Town Staff: Rebeccah Schaffner, Planner; Amanda Lessard, Assistant Planner
Others Present: Gary Sacco, Fire Chief; Chris Baldwin, CCSWCD District Engineer; Heather True, CCSWCD Project Manager; Dick Wood, CCSWCD Board of Supervisors
1. Call to Order
Meeting called to order at 7:02 p.m.
2. Approval of Minutes: February 19, 2007
a. A motion to approve the minutes was made by R.Waterhouse; seconded by S.Robitaille; approved 5-0; L.Brady arrived after vote. 
3. Project Reviews

None

4. Other Business

None
5. Plan Signing

None

6. Adjournment 
S.Robitaille moved to adjourn; seconded by R.Waterhouse; approved 6-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.
7. Workshop: Cumberland County Soil & Water Conservation District (CCSWCD)
C.Baldwin provided a copy of a 1972 Memorandum of Understanding between the CCSWCD and the Town of New Gloucester establishing a relationship relating to the planning and development of the resources of the Town.
H.True described how the CCSWCD is funded. While they receive some funds from the State, a majority of their funding comes from grants, specifically those available in accordance with Section 319 of the Clean Water Act, administered by the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and distributed by the Maine Department of Environment Protection (DEP).  She said that in New Gloucester these funds have been used for conservation projects within the watersheds of Royal River, Sabbathday Lake and Lily Pond. A survey of Sabbathday Lake watershed will be conducted on May 3, 2008.  The District also conducts educational outreach programs. This past spring the District worked with Gray-New Gloucester schools on part of the Libby Brook Conservation Project, teaching the students about water quality.
Dick Wood introduced himself and described his position on the Board 

C.Baldwin discussed the Urban Review Program which involves the review of stormwater management plans, erosion control plans, phosphorus control plans, field inspections and contractor certification for erosion control and stormwater. CCSWCD has a memorandum of understanding with the DEP that allows them to review projects at a reduced fee for the developer. C.Baldwin said that his review is also more focused on the specific watershed, while DEP does not review at that level. He is also able to review projects in a shorter time period than DEP.  He conducts field inspections when construction begins, at first rain, and at construction completion. Certified inspectors would be able to inspect more frequently.
Finally, C.Baldwin said the District could work with the Town to review its ordinances and suggest changes. He would like to see towns include mandatory phosphorous control plans and single lot review for lots in watersheds that are at risk, especially considering that there have been recent changes to the DEP Chapter 500. There are new regulations for phosphorous best management practices.

R.Schaffner asked if CCSWCD would be able to review fire ponds.  C.Baldwin said that he would in conjunction with the National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) office in Lewiston.

The workshop adjourned at 7:45 pm.

8. Future Meetings

a. Regular Meeting – Tuesday, March 18, 2008. 
b. Joint Committee Meeting: Transfer of Development Rights – Wednesday, March 12, 2008.

Minutes prepared by A.Lessard
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