NEW GLOUCESTER PLANNING BOARD

Minutes of December 15, 2009
Members Present: Amy Arata, Joe Bean, Laurie Brady, Wanda Brissette, Jean Libby, Josh McHenry & Tamilyn Wayboer 
Members Absent: None
Town Staff: Amanda Lessard, Assistant Planner; Paul First, Town Planner
Others Present: None
1.  Call to Order

J.Libby called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. 
2. Approval of Minutes:  
a. November 17, 2009
A motion to approve the minutes as presented was made by W.Brissette; seconded by J.McHenry; motion carried 4-0-3:  A.Arata, J.Bean, and L.Brady abstained. 
3.  Project Reviews

a. Subdivision Amendment: Targett Road Subdivision

Clifford Dow II

Agent: Wayne Wood 

Map/Lot 0003-0070

Targett Road

Rural Residential and Groundwater Protection Overlay Districts

A.Lessard said that Clifford Dow has submitted an application to revise a previously approved subdivision. The revision seeks to add 2.99 acres to Lot 6 of the Targett Road Subdivision from Lot 5.  She said that Mr. Dow is the owner of record of the 2.08 acre Lot 6 and the 22.81 acre Lot 5.  Article 9 of the Subdivision Ordinance outlines the procedure for a revision to a previously approved plan if the revision involves the creation of additional lots or dwelling units. She said that this revision does not involve the creation of additional lots or dwelling units and a note has been added to the plan stating that the revised Lot 6 is limited to one single family dwelling.  Section 9.3 states that the Board’s scope of review shall be limited to those portions of the plan which are proposed to be changed.

A.Lessard said that neither Mr. Dow nor his agent were able to attend the meeting. She said that there is no requirement in the Subdivision Regulations that the applicant be present in order for the Board to review or take action on an application but if the Board did not believe that it could make a decision without asking questions of the applicant or his agent they could table further action until a future meeting.  The consensus of the Board was to review the application without the applicant present.

W.Brissette asked about the proposed driveway location and said that the note on the 1997 Targett Road Subdivision Plan stated that the right-of-way through the wetland at the end of Targett Road shall not be used as driveway access to the property without appropriate DEP approvals and access to Lot 5 shall be through the existing driveway on Lots 4 and 5 of the Witham Heights Subdivision.  A.Lessard said that access to Lot 6 is also through the existing driveway on Lots 4 and 5 that continues to Mr. Dow’s Lot 5.
W.Brissette asked about wetlands.  P.First said the wetlands have been delineated for the portion of Lot 5 proposed to be added to Lot 6.  A.Lessard said that those wetlands were delineated by James Mancini, the licensed site evaluator who also designed the subsurface wastewater disposal system for the lot.  She said that the remainder of the wetlands was delineated by Sweet Associations for the Witham Heights Subdivision.  W.Brissette said that neither the approved and signed Witham Heights Subdivision nor Target Road Subdivision plans show building envelopes or driveways.  A.Lessard said that was correct but staff asked that they be shown to verify that the amendment complies with the wetland buffer requirements of Section 5.1.26 of the Zoning Ordinance. She said that access to the new building envelope will require the alteration of approximately 360 square feet of wetland.  P.First said that wetland alteration less than 4,000 square feet does not require a permit from DEP.  

A motion to accept the draft findings as presented and approve the amendment to the Targett Road Subdivision was made by J.McHenry; seconded by T.Wayboer; Targett Road Subdivision Amendment approved 7-0. 
A.Lessard said she will ask the applicant to supply the appropriate number of plans to sign.  The Board decided that if the next regular meeting was cancelled due to lack of agenda items they would sign the plans at the Town Hall when they became available.
W.Brissette asked if the findings of fact need to be signed by the Board.  A.Lessard said that at a minimum the Chair should sign to make it official since findings of fact are described in state statute as a requirement of municipal subdivision review.

4.  Joint Meeting Recommendation to Selectmen 

J.Libby said that the Planning Board needs to make a recommendation to the Board of Selectmen on the shoreland zoning and well/septic system setback amendments discussed at the joint committee meeting.  P.First said that he will incorporate the motions into a memo that can be signed by the Chair.  J.Libby said that the draft amendments will then need to go to DEP and the town attorney for review.  
A motion to prepare a memo to be sent to the Board of Selectmen recommending that shoreland zoning amendments to the Zoning Ordinance move forward to DEP and legal review was made by W.Brissette; seconded by J.McHenry; motion carried 7-0. 

A motion to prepare a memo to be sent to the Board of Selectmen recommending that well / septic system setback amendments to the Zoning Ordinance move forward to legal review was made by W.Brissette; seconded by J.McHenry; motion carried 7-0.

5.  Other Business
P.First said that the Wind Ordinance Committee will be meeting on Tuesday December 29, 2009 at 7pm at the Meetinghouse. Several Board members expressed interest and asked that the draft ordinance be sent to them.
6.  Plan Signing
None
7.   Future Meetings

a.   Regular Meeting - Tuesday, January 5, 2010 at 7 pm

8.  Adjournment
W.Brissette moved to adjourn; seconded by T.Wayboer; approved 7-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:33 p.m.

Minutes prepared by A.Lessard
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