NEW GLOUCESTER PLANNING BOARD

Minutes of April 15, 2008
Members Present: Wanda Brissette, Laurie Brady, Jean Libby, Lisa Lemont & Ruth Waterhouse
Members Absent: Karen Asselin, excused; Sue Robitaille, excused
Town Staff: Rebeccah Schaffner, Planner; Amanda Lessard, Assistant Planner
Others Present: Gary Sacco, Fire Chief; Steve Roberge, SJR Engineering; Jim Pelsor, Bunker & Savage Architects; Bruce Hilfrank, Zachau Construction; Pamela E. Slye; Steven Libby; Sean Cayer; Roger LeVasseur; Harold Bartlett
1. Call to Order
Meeting called to order at 7:02 p.m.
2. Approval of Minutes: April 1, 2008
a. A motion to approve the minutes was made by R.Waterhouse; seconded by W.Brissette; approved 2-0-2. L.Lemont and R.Waterhouse abstained. L.Brady arrived after vote.
3. Project Reviews

Site Plan

New Gloucester Public Safety Building

Map/Lot 0007-0014

611 Lewiston Road
J.Libby said a site walk was conducted on Monday April 14, 2008. Members of the Board present were J.Libby, R.Waterhouse and W.Brissette.  J.Libby said the site was very well buffered. R.Schaffner described the existing vegetation as fairly dense. 
Project Engineer S.Roberge described changes to the plan since it was last before the Board. Due to the potential for the vernal pool to be designated significant, the project has been redesigned to meet the criteria assuming that it is a vernal pool of significance.  The entrance has been realigned so it is exactly the distance as indicated on the Maine Department of Transportation (DOT) entrance permit and the entrance width has been narrowed. Cumberland County Soil & Water Conservation District has reviewed the erosion control plan and changes based on their comments have been made. Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is still in the process of reviewing for a stormwater permit. DEP’s one remaining concern was that the 100 foot buffer be kept in perpetuity. The other outstanding issue with the Board was the distance of development from wetlands. S.Roberge requested that the Planning Board reduce the wetland buffer to 25 feet from the roadside wetland to the disturbed area and 35 feet from the inland wetland to the disturbed area. 
R.Schaffner asked if the vernal pool still needed to be identified. S.Roberge said it would be a good idea to know if it is a vernal pool of significance. R.Schaffner said that site plan review requires wetland acreage breakout to be on the plan. S.Roberge said he will add the wetland acreage in the development area it to the plan. 
J.Libby asked if there will be a storage tank for the washwater. S.Roberge confirmed that it will be collected and pumped offsite.

A motion to reduce the wetland buffer for the wetland nearest the road to 25 feet while utilizing best management practices was made by W.Brissette; seconded by R.Waterhouse; motion passed 5-0. 

A motion to reduce the wetland buffer for the inland wetland to 35 feet while utilizing best management practices was made by W.Brissette; seconded by R.Waterhouse; motion passed 5-0.

S.Roberge will add a note to the plan that the 100 foot wetland buffers have been reduced with approval by the Board.
R.Schaffner sent a letter to the DEP stating that ‘the 100 foot wooded buffer will not be cut’ would be written on the plan. S.Roberge will put that note on the plan.

A motion to accept the Public Safety Building application as complete with the conditions that the DEP stormwater permit and a vernal pool assessment be submitted by July 15, 2008 was made by R.Waterhouse; seconded by W.Brissette; application accepted 5-0.
The Board agreed to request a public hearing.  J.Libby directed the applicant to notify the abutters of a public hearing on Tuesday May 6, 2008 at 7pm. Certified mail receipts will need to be provided to the Planning Department.

4. Other Business
a. J.Libby announced that Karen Asselin had submitted her resignation from the Planning Board. Any interested resident may submit an application to the Planner to be forwarded to the Board of Selectman for an appointment.  W.Brissette asked for clarification that the website encourages applicants to meet with the Planner before submitting an application for the Planning Board.  R.Schaffner said she would look at the site and expand the language to explain why it is encouraged. 

5. Plan Signing
Subdivision Plan
Dennis Waterman Subdivision

Map/Lot 0010-0028

Sawyer Rd

R.Schaffner said this subdivision was approved in May 2006 but the plans were never signed. She told the Board that they do not have the discretion to not sign a plan pending conditions of approval as the ordinance directs the Board to sign plans once they have been approved. W.Brissette asked if the plans still have a note requiring the utilities to be underground because at the Planning Board meeting on November 7, 2006 there was a modification made to allow the utilities to be above ground due to cost. R.Schaffner said that the plans have the notation that a waiver was granted to allow above ground utilities however there is still a notation that one abutter will be notified when there will be a disturbance for utilities. 
6. Adjournment 
R.Waterhouse moved to adjourn; seconded by L.Lemont; approved 5-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m.
7. Future Meetings

a. Regular Meeting – Tuesday, May 6, 2008. 
Minutes prepared by A.Lessard
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