NEW GLOUCESTER PLANNING BOARD

Minutes of September 15, 2009
Members Present: Laurie Brady, Wanda Brissette, Jean Libby & Josh McHenry  
Members Absent: Joe Bean, excused, Amy Arata, excused; Ruth Waterhouse, excused
Town Staff: Amanda Lessard, Assistant Planner; Sumner Field, Town Manager; Paul First, Town Planner
Others Present: Dolores Fearon, Stanley Fearon, Paul Fearon, and Sven Ehnstrom
1.  Call to Order

J.Libby called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. 
Sumner Field, Town Manager, introduced Paul First as the new Town Planner.
2. Approval of Minutes:  
a. May 5, 2009 Workshop
J.Libby said the minutes were not yet available.  She said that since it was just a workshop it was not necessary for the Board to approve the minutes and the item should not continue to be carried forward on future agendas.
b. July 21, 2009
A motion to approve the minutes with corrections was made by J.McHenry; seconded by W.Brissette; motion carried 4-0. 

Discussion: J.McHenry said there was a typo on line 231 and the word “fee” should be “feel”. 
c. August 4, 2009
A motion to approve the minutes with corrections was made by J.McHenry; seconded by W.Brissette; motion carried 4-0. 

Discussion: Correction to Line 79: Replace the word “but” with “because”; Line 11: Included Mark Leighton as present; and Line 208: Replace the word “will” with “well”. 
d. September 1, 2009
A motion to approve the minutes was made by J.McHenry; seconded by W.Brissette; motion carried 3-0-1. L.Brady abstained.

3.  Project Reviews

a. Site Plan Application: Fearon Addition

Fearon Enterprises, LLC

Map/Lot 0019-0004

1019 Lewiston Road

Residential C, Historic Resource Overlay and Groundwater Protection Overlay Districts

J.Libby asked A.Lessard to describe the project.  A.Lessard said the property owned by Fearon Enterprises includes three buildings and this application proposes to construct a 70 square foot enclosed entryway on the front of the commercial building at 1019 Lewiston Road.  The current entrance is an open platform with stairs to one side and a ramp on the other. The building is home to hairdresser and a daycare.  She said that the project qualifies for Expedited Review since it is an addition that is less than 200 square feet in the Historic Resource Overlay District.
J.Libby said that the Code Enforcement Officer and the Planning staff visited the site. A.Lessard said there were no concerns raised by the site visit. 
J.McHenry asked for verification that there would be no change to the side setback as the draft findings prepared by the Planning staff mentioned that the structure is legally non-conforming because of the side setback.  A.Lessard said that the structure is legally non-conforming not because of the side setback, but rather the front setback requirement.  She said that when the structure was originally approved the Zoning Ordinance contained a provision that allowed the Board to reduce the front setback requirement and that provision has since been repealed.  She said the building is 60 feet from the front property line when the setback requirement is 75 feet. She said that the enclosure will be on the same footprint of the existing platform and will not encroach further into the front setback.
J.McHenry asked about lighting.  P.Fearon said they plan to move the existing light to the front of the addition.  J.McHenry asked about financial capability.  P.Fearon said that they have the funds available to complete the project.

J.Libby said that applications in the Historic Resource Overlay District are sent to Beverly Cadigan of the Historical Society and she had no comments on the project.  D.Fearon asked if B.Cadigan approved the project.  J.Libby said that B.Cadigan has no vote but is asked if the Historical Society has concerns about a project meeting the historic standards; she had no comments.
W.Brissette asked for more information about the Life Safety Code.  A.Lessard said it pertains to public buildings having covered entrances.  P.First said that the Life Safety Code is administered by the Office of the State Fire Marshal.
The consensus of the Board was not to have a site visit.
J.Libby said that because the project qualifies for expedited review all the submission requirements that are not applicable were listed in one waiver request.  A motion to waive the submission requirements not required for Expedited Review (Zoning Ordinance Sections 7.4.2 B, 7.4.2.E, 7.4.2 F, 7.4.2.G, 7.4.2 H, 7.4.2.I, 7.4.2 J, 7.4.2.K, 7.4.2 L, 7.4.2.M, 7.4.2.O, 7.4.2 P, 7.4.2.Q, 7.4.2 R, 7.4.2.T, 7.4.2 U, 7.4.2.V, 7.4.2 W, and 7.4.2.X) was made by J.McHenry; seconded by W.Brissette; motion carried 4-0.
A motion to waive the four Groundwater Protection Overlay District submission requirements as not applicable was made by W.Brissette; seconded by J.McHenry; motion carried 4-0.
A motion to waive the submission requirement of Section 4.4.9.F.5, “a landscaping plan showing areas of vegetation to be removed and areas to be maintained, including types and amounts of planting,” as not applicable was made by J.McHenry; seconded by W.Brissette; motion carried 4-0.
A motion to find the application complete was made by J.McHenry; seconded by W.Brissette; motion carried 4-0.
The consensus of the Board was to not hold a public hearing.
A motion to waive the performance guarantee was made by J.McHenry; seconded by W.Brissette; motion carried 4-0.
A motion to approve the application was made by J.McHenry; seconded by W.Brissette; application approved 4-0.
The Board signed the plans at the end of the meeting.
b. Site Plan Application Extension Request: Residential Addition & Garage

Sven Ehnstrom

Map/Lot 0003-0103-A

309 Gloucester Hill Road

Village District

A.Lessard said that Sven Ehnstrom has requested an extension to complete the residential addition and garage that was approved by the Planning Board on August 8, 2008.  She said that the garage has been built but does not yet have siding and no work has begun on the addition.  She said the Zoning Ordinance gives the Board the authority to grant an extension of the completion deadline for a period of no more than one additional year.
J.Libby said that with so much rain this summer there have been many projects that were put on hold.
W.Brissette asked if there are any design changes. S.Ehnstrom said there are no changes.

A motion to grant a one year extension on the existing plan was made by W.Brissette; seconded by J.McHenry; motion carried 4-0.
5.  Other Business

None
6.  Plan Signing
a. Site Plan Application: Fearon Addition

Fearon Enterprises, LLC

Map/Lot 0019-0004

1019 Lewiston Road

Residential C, Historic Resource Overlay and Groundwater Protection Overlay Districts

7.  Adjournment
W.Brissette moved to adjourn; seconded by J.McHenry; approved 4-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m.

8.   Future Meetings
a. Shoreland Zoning Workshop - Tuesday, September 22, 2009 at 7 pm. 
b. Regular Meeting - Tuesday, October 6, 2009 at 7 pm. 

Minutes prepared by A.Lessard
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