NEW GLOUCESTER PLANNING BOARD

Minutes of July 1, 2008
Members Present: Wanda Brissette, Jean Libby, Josh McHenry & Ruth Waterhouse
Members Absent: Laurie Brady, excused
Vacancies: 2
Town Staff: Rebeccah Schaffner, Planner; Amanda Lessard, Assistant Planner
Others Present: Beverly Cadigan
1. Call to Order
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. Housekeeping

a. Elect Board Chair 
A motion to nominate J.Libby was made by R.Waterhouse, seconded by J.McHenry. A motion to close nominations was made by R.Waterhouse, seconded by J.McHenry. J.Libby elected Board Chair 3-0-1. J.Libby abstained.
b. Elect Board Vice Chair 
A motion to nominate W.Brissette was made by R.Waterhouse, seconded by J.Libby. W.Brissette elected Board Vice Chair 3-0-1. W.Brissette abstained.
c. Designate Land Management Planning Committee (LMPC) representative. 
A motion to nominate J.Libby was made by R.Waterhouse, seconded by J.McHenry. A motion to close nominations was made by R.Waterhouse, seconded by J.McHenry. J.Libby designated LMPC representative 3-0-1. J.Libby abstained.
d. Designate Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Committee representative. 
A motion to nominate W.Brissette was made by R.Waterhouse, seconded by J.McHenry. A motion to close nominations was made by R.Waterhouse, seconded by J.McHenry. W.Brissette designated CIP representative 3-0-1. W.Brissette abstained.
e. Set 2008-2009 meeting schedule

R.Schaffner has provided a draft schedule. J.Libby said that only Subdivision Regulations require an application be submitted 2 weeks prior to a meeting. She would like it to be more flexible if someone has a small project that it could be submitted in less than two weeks. She said she thinks applicants can work with planning staff to make sure that applications are delivered to the Board in a timely manner. J.Libby said there was no need for the Board to vote on the schedule.

3. Approval of Minutes: June 17, 2008
a. A motion to approve the minutes was made by R.Waterhouse; seconded by J.McHenry; approved 4-0. 
4. Project Reviews
a.   Site Plan application
Equipment Shed

Beverly Cadigan

Map/Lot 0007-0022

85 Gloucester Hill Rd

J.Libby said Beverly Cadigan would like to build an equipment shed attached to her garage. The applicant is requesting waivers for three submission items.  J.Libby asked if the shed will be located on a gravel area that was approved when the garage was built. B.Cadigan said that was correct. 

J.Libby asked if the Board would like to schedule a site visit. The consensus of the Board was to not hold a site visit.

W.Brissette asked if trees shown in the photographs will be cleared. B.Cadigan said they would but they are just poplar scrub trees that have seeded themselves in the gravel area and grown up in the last 10 years since the garage was built. W.Brissette suggested that they be identified on the plan since the landscaping plan can be waived as a submission item but not as a requirement of the Historic Resource Overlay District, Section 4.4.9.F.5.  J.Libby said she does not consider it landscaping.  W.Brissette said that the requirement is for “vegetation to be removed” and should be noted. J.McHenry asked for staff opinion. R.Schaffner said that a note can be added that there are existing small trees in gravel area that will be removed.  The Board agreed to the plan note.
A motion to accept the application as complete was made by R.Waterhouse; seconded by W.Brissette; accepted 4-0.
A motion to accept waiver request for 7.4.2.K, “existing and proposed topographic contour lines, drawn at 2 ft. intervals”, was made by W.Brissette; seconded by R.Waterhouse; accepted 4-0.
A motion to accept waiver request for 7.4.2.O, “a plan for the control of erosion and sedimentation endorsed by the Cumberland County Soil and Water Conservation District”, was made by W.Brissette; seconded by J.McHenry; accepted 4-0.

A motion to accept waiver request for 7.4.2.P, “a plan for the treatment of stormwaters of a 24 hour, 25-year storm, prepared by a registered professional engineer and endorsed by the Cumberland County Soil and Water Conservation District”, was made by W.Brisette; seconded by R.Waterhouse; accepted 4-0.

J.Libby asked about lighting. B.Cadigan said there will be no exterior lighting on the shed.
Referring to the Planner Review, J.Libby said she thought the off-street parking performance standards were not applicable because the driveway is existing.  R.Scaffner said the Board should be careful when waiving submission items for erosion control and stormwater management since then the applicant is not meeting the performance standards.  W.Brissette asked if there is a contractor. B.Cadigan said that Doug Bowie is doing the excavating. R.Schaffner asked if the contractor would be applying for the permit. B.Cadigan said she would be. R.Schaffner said the reason for the question was that the contractor may have Best Management Practices (BMPs) that he typically uses. J.Libby said that a condition of approval would be meeting with the Code Enforcement Officer to agree on BMPs for erosion control and stormwater management. 

R.Schaffner said financial capability is not a submission item but needs to be addressed as approval criteria. The consensus of the Board was that this was not an item of concern and the applicant has the ability.

The consensus of Board was to not hold a public hearing.

A motion to waive the performance guarantee of 7.7.1 was made by W.Brissette; seconded by J.McHenry; approved 4-0.

With a motion made by W.Brissette and seconded by J.McHenry, the Board voted 4-0 to approve the application with the following conditions: 

1) Applicant will meet with Code Enforcement Officer to determine Best Management Practices to address erosion and sedimentation control and stormwater management before receiving a building permit.

2) Add plan note that existing shrubs and small trees behind garage are to be removed.

b.   Taylor’s Trail Subdivision


Warren Kimball

Map/Lot 0003-0069


Taylor’s Trail, off Jack Hall Rd


J.Libby said that the site walk was cancelled as Warren Kimball has withdrawn his subdivision application.
5. Other Business

W.Brissette asked about the Site Plan checklist, revised May 2006. She questioned the not applicable column as Section 7.4.2 requires the submission of all items unless waived by specific vote of the Board.  R.Schaffner said there are some items that are not applicable. For example septic design is not applicable for a deck since it is a project that does not impact the septic system was not submitted and will not be waived. W.Brissette asked if there should be a general waiver for items that are not applicable. J.McHenry asked who determines it is not applicable. R.Schaffner said it starts with planning staff, but the Board has the authority to disagree. R.Schaffner said the reason for general waiver would be that is not applicable. She agreed that there is nothing in the record that the Board has agreed which items are not applicable. J.Libby said the Board could just read through the checklist and make a motion on items that are not applicable. The Board agreed that would be best.

As the Board is starting a new year R.Schaffner said she would like to thank the volunteers that have served in the last year. She presented a certificate of appreciation and gift to Karen Asselin, Lisa Lemont, Jean Libby, Ruth Waterhouse, Sue Robitaille, Laurie Brady, and Wanda Brissette. 

6. Plan Signing

Site Plan application

Equipment Shed

Beverly Cadigan

Map/Lot 0007-0022

85 Gloucester Hill Rd
7. Adjournment 
R.Waterhouse moved to adjourn; seconded by J.McHenry; approved 4-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
8. Future Meetings


Regular Meeting – Tuesday, July 15, 2008 at 7 pm. 
Minutes prepared by A.Lessard
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