NEW GLOUCESTER PLANNING BOARD

September 18, 2007
Members Present: Karen Asselin, Laurie Brady, Wanda Brissette, Lisa (formerly Glennon) Lemont, Jean Libby, & Ruth Waterhouse

Members Absent: S.Robitaille, excused

Town Staff: Rebeccah Schaffner, Planner

Others Present: none
1. Call to Order
J.Libby called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
2. Approval of Minutes: August 21, 2007

a. A  motion to approve the minutes was made by R.Waterhouse, seconded by K.Asselin, approved 5-0, L.Lemont abstaining.
Discussion: K.Asselin requested that Line 90 of the minutes be revised to more accurately reflect the action of the Board.  The minutes currently read “a motion to ratify the plan changes as approved by the Code Enforcement Officer.”  Line 90 will be changed to read “a motion in support of the Code Enforcement Officer’s decision.”
3. Project Reviews

a. Berryfield Estate; Randy Atkins

Map/Lot 0004-0032

Off Tufts Road

Subdivision Revision

There was discussion as to whether the right-of-way should be separated from Lot 3 and added to the open space to relieve the future property owner of any potential liability.  The Board questioned if the property owner is already protected or if he/she would need additional insurance.  The home owners association will need insurance for all property in common ownership.  In the event of an accident if the insurance held by the association isn’t sufficient then the association officers could be held individually liable.
K.Asselin moved to approve the revision with the following conditions:

· Declarations of Covenants and Restrictions for Berryfield Estates be amended to reflect right-of-way on Lot 3.

· Bylaws of Berryfield Estates Homeowners’ Association be amended to reflect right-of-way on Lot 3.

· Final plans are amended to depict right-of-way on Lot 3.

R.Waterhouse seconded the motion.
The Board then discussed the need to have revisions recorded, and K.Asselin amended the motion to approve the revision with the following conditions:

· Declarations of Covenants and Restrictions for Berryfield Estates be amended to reflect right-of-way on Lot 3.

· Bylaws of Berryfield Estates Homeowners’ Association be amended to reflect right-of-way on Lot 3.

· Final plans are amended to depict right-of-way on Lot 3.

· Final plans are submitted to Planning Board for signing.

· Submit documentation that the plans have been recorded with the Registry of Deeds within 90 days of signing.

 R.Waterhouse seconded the motion, motion approved 6-0.
The Board then discussed plan signing and conditions of approval in general.  There was a question as to whether the Board could wait until all conditions of approval have been met before signing a plan.  This concept is not supported by the ordinance.  Plans should be signed as soon as they are approved, unless a condition of approval requires a plan change.  It is the job of the Planner and the Code Enforcement Officer to follow up on approved plans and to ensure that the conditions of approval are being met.  The plans that the board has been signing recently are ones that were approved during the interim between Planners and therefore the normal follow up did not occur.
4. Other Business

a. Shoreland Zoning Workshop

R.Schaffner has scheduled a Shoreland Zoning workshop with the Department of Environmental Protection on October 30th at 6 pm at the AMVets Hall.  The Board requested an effort be made to schedule future workshops at 7 pm to make it easier for those who work to attend.
b. Employee Assistance Program Questionnaire

R.Schaffner handed out a questionnaire to Board members concerning the Employee Assistance Program currently being considered by the Town.  She was only able to provide a brief description of the program and agreed to send out more information on the program to Board members.
c. Maine Municipal Association Annual Conference

R.Schaffner informed the Board of the Maine Municipal Association’s Annual Conference and encourage them to attend.
5. Plan Signing
a.
Peter & Mary Moore



Map/Lot 0011-0076-1



155 Cobb’s Bridge Road

R.Schaffner explained that the Moore’s site plan for their home and barn was never signed.  In the interim the Code Enforcement Officer has approved the Moore’s request to change the location of the barn.  R.Schaffner had the Moore’s submit both the original plans and the revised plans for signing.

W.Brissette asked if there are any changes regarding the siting of the septic and the septic lines from the barn to the septic.  R.Schaffner commented that she had not requested any information regarding the septic, but that the change to the barn does not change the septic load and septic lines are not generally shown on plans.  J.Libby noted that if the Code Enforcement Officer had had any questions regarding the relocation of the barn and the septic she would have addressed them before approving his request to relocate the barn.  W.Brissette would still like to see a modified septic plan submitted to the Code Enforcement Officer.

W.Brissette then asked if there are any driveway modifications as a result of relocating the barn.  R.Schaffner commented that she had not received any driveway modifications.  K.Asselin pointed out that if the plans had been signed in a timely manner when the site plan was approved last winter, then the Board would never even have been presented with the changes approved by the Code Enforcement Officer.
The Board signed the original plans approved, and, as a courtesy,  the plans showing the revisions.

6. Adjournment –  R.Waterhouse moved to adjourn,  K.Asselin seconded, approved 6-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

7. Future Meetings

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, October 2, 2007.

Minutes prepared by R.Schaffner







